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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


On the Nature and Treatment of Cholera. 
By Henry Hartsnorne, M. D. 


There is reason to believe, with Favell, that the cholera-attack 
may be, in general, resolved into three grades or stages : 

Ist. That in which the morbid (unknown, but supposed mate- 
rial) cause has reached only the alimentary canal, or the gangli- 
onic centres which control its movements and secretions ; giving 
rise to the premonitory symptoms, or those of cholerine. 

2d. That in which the poison” affects all the ganglionic 
centres* (miscalled those of the sympathetic nerve), and all the 
muscles of organic life, as well as some of the voluntary muscles ; 
including in the former category the muscular coat of the stomach 
and intestines, the heart, bladder, smooth museular fibres of the 
bronchial ramules, and the muscular coat of all the arteries 
and of some of the veins; producing what Prof. Meigs has most 
graphically called the cholera-squeeze, or universal tonic spasm 
of the organic muscular tissue; the pressure of which upon the 
blood produces an arrest of circulation, and an actual expression 
or forcible filtration of serum through the coats of the vessels,. 
(and thence out by the mucous membranes), just as urine is 
filtered from the corpora Malpighiana into the uriniferous 
tubules of the kidney—all those morbid appearances after death. 


* Loder, of Moscow, Orton, Delpech, Lizars, Coste, Favell, &c. 
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which some have called inflammation, being, in truth, merely 
venous congestion, and the effects of what may be properly 
called vascular spasm.* It may be noticed, also, that the abun- 
dance of free epithelial cells in the intestines, after death, upon 
which so much stress was laid by Prof. Horner and by Bihn, 
has been proved by Drs. Parkes, Gull, Lindsay, &c., to be the 
result of maceration and not pathological.t 

The pathology of the 3d stage consists in the confirmed 
poisoning of the blood, putting it, in many instances, beyond 
the power of recovery, so that patients often die after reaction 
from the collapse, with symptoms analogous to those of low 
fever. Examples of this occur everywhere, during the preva- 
lence of a malignant epidemic,—as in the Philadelphia Alms 
House in 1849, and at Columbia, in 1854. 

Indications for a rational treatment may, it appears to the 
writer, be deduced from such a pathology. 

In the first stage, mild anodynes and diffusible stimulants, 
(perhaps, even, certain astringents), are very often sufficient to 
relieve and check the attack. 

Some eases, however, pass directly, without any premonitory 
diarrhoea, into the collapse.t In anticipation of this, when 
threatening to occur, camphor, opium, chloroform, ammonia, 
creasote, and the essential oils, have been, as I believe, found 
to be the best of remedies. 

In the second stage, Duchaussoy and Vernois§ have proved the 
absolute non-absorption of medicines. Stomachic stimulants and 
anodynes, to act locally,—and ice, to relieve the agonizing 
thirst, are all that it is worth while to give. In the early, or 
merely impending collapse, the external application of heat, as 
by the hot bath, &c., may do great good; later, it annoys and 
distresses without advantage, as Legroux and others have 
shewn.|| I have seen this myself. Mustard cataplasms, accord- 
ing to general report, do more positive good; and so do fric- 
tions with red pepper and spirits, linimentum cantharidis, &c., 


* Marsden on Cholera, p. 34. 

{ Begbie, Edin. Med. and Surg. Journal, Jan. 1855, 
} Vide Milroy on Cholera and Quarantine, p. 10. 

§ Gazette Hebdomadaire, Sept. 8, 1854. 

|| Bull. Gén. de Thérapeut., Sept. 15, 1854. 
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perseveringly employed. The galvanic battery would seem to 
be a rational means of exciting reaction; it has occasionally 
succeeded, but not often.* Venous injection has frequently 
been able to reanimate the patient for a period, and, ina number 
of cases, has effected final restoration. This must be the only 
mode, unless by inhalation, in which we can affect the system 
generally in the collapse of cholera. Dr. Little, in 1832 and 
1849, introduced small quantities of alcohol in this manner, 
with perfect success in several instances.} Messrs. Duchaussoy 
and Vernois found the pupils to be dilated after injecting bella- 
donna into the cephalic vein, when the largest doses by the 
stomach had no effect. I would suggest that belladonna and 
stramonium are remedies which ought to do good in cholera—as 
they, more than any other substances, induce relaxation of con- 
tracted organic muscular fibres. They should be tried by in- 
halation, as has been done in asthma; and I venture to propose, 
also, what I believe has never been thought of—warm baths of 
the infusion of stramonium leaves, in the incipiency of the col- 
lapse. Anodyne baths are now frequently used for other pur- 
poses. Great success is reported, in a recent journal, to have 
attended the employment of hot Aop baths in tetanus. 

It is proper to try all imaginable remedies in a disease so 
desperate as cholera, with whose therapeia we are, at last, so 


‘\ imperfectly acquainted. 


Belladonna, or atropia, might be injected, with a saline solu- 
tion, into the bronchial or saphena vein: and quinine might be 
employed in a similar mode. It must be remembered, however, 
that, even used in this way, medicines do not have their ordinary 
effect in proportion to the dose, on account of the morbid state 
of the nervous centres. Thus, Magendiet found that two grains 
of camphor, diffused in water and injected into the veins of a 
cat, will make the animal bound several feet; but, in a case of 
collapse, when 3ss. of camphor was similarly injected, not the 
smallest excitement was produced. 

In regard to calomel, there is no indication for its use to be 
drawn from the morbid anatomy, or from the inferred pathology 


* Report of Dr. Gull to Royal Coll. of Phys., p. 209. 
t Report of Dr. Gull, p. 215. 
~ London Med. and Surg. Journal, Vol. ii., p. 586. 
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of the disease. The argument in its favor, from the absence 
of bile in the stools, is rebutted by the fact of its abundance 
in the gall-bladder; and the clinical experience so commonly 
quoted on its behalf, is to be accounted for by the universal 
addition to it of opium in the prescription. In fact, how- 
ever, the amount of success claimed for it is not very great, 
even with this adjunct. Such is the opinion of Dr. Gull, based 
upon the materials collected in his well-known and elaborate 
report. 

I have but to remark, farther, upon the rate of progress of the 
disease. Phthisis may be a complaint of years; whooping- 
cough, of months; typhus, of weeks; pneumonia, of days; but 
cholera must be numbered by its hours, half-hours, or even 
minutes. 

The rate of treatment, then, must be in proportion. We 
should give medicine, if we give it at all, in small quantities, 
every five or ten minutes: and especial perseverance must be 
maintained in the use of external applications, until the patient 
has fairly commenced to improve. When the blood begins to 
run through the veins of the hand so fast that the eye cannot 
follow it, after having been, as it often is, nearly at rest, he is 
mostly safe. 

As to the third stage, or consecutive fever, of cholera, it is, 
perhaps, sufficient to say, that the treatment ought to be mild, 
palliative, expectant, and carefully supporting. ‘Too little done, 
here, is better than too much. 

If nothing new is added in the above short resumé of the 
treatment of cholera, my purpose is answered if the opinion be 
clearly conveyed, that a careful survey of the best recorded ex- 
perience warrants the elimination of much that has been relied 
upon, especially in regard to the hepatic and constitutional 
medication of the collapsed stage. 
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Creatine spontaneously deposited in Oxaluria. By Georee W. 
MILTENBERGER, Professor of Pathological Anatomy in the 
University of Maryland. 

(Communicated in a letter to Dr. Neill.) 


You will recollect that when I had the pleasure of meeting you 
in Philadelphia, I told you that in several cases I had lately 
found creatine existing in such amount or such combination in 
the urine, as to be deposited in fine and well-marked crystals, 
simply upon spontaneous evaporation. Taking into consideration 
the quantity of creatine which normally exists, the apparent rela- 
tion between its excess, and the diseased states in which I have 
as yet found it, and the effects, as far as I can yet judge, of treat- 
ment, | deem it, if not of practicable importance, of sufficient 
pathological and physiological interest to solicit attention. I 
send you, by express, two slides, containing some of the crystals, 
so that you can judge for yourself, and if you consider it of suf- 
ficient interest, you can insert a notice or a more detailed state- 
ment of the fact in the Examiner, if you choose so to do. 

In the early part of April last, I was consulted by F., a mer- 
chant engaged in and controlling a large and extensive business, 
for certain nervous and dyspeptic troubles, which almost entirely 
incapacitated him for business, and prevented the mental effort 
and concentration absolutely requisite in the discharge of his 
daily duties. In fine, he had all the symptoms which would at- 
tend a severe case of oxaluria, while, at the same time, there was 
marked waste and deficient nutrition, with great muscular debility. 
Attention being directed by the symptoms to his urine, it was 
found to present an unusually large deposit of oxalate of lime, 
(octohedra), with the oval plates or lamine, thought by Bird to 
be oxalurate of lime. A drop of urine placed on a slide for ex- 
amination, and covered with a thin cover-glass, was accidentally 
laid aside, when I was called off. Some twelve to fifteen hours 
afterwards I again put it under the instrument, and was struck 
with the unusual appearance presented. The next day, upon 
farther examination, when the crystalline forms were more 
marked, there could be no doubt, as far as microscopic appear- 
ances went, that it was creatine. It corresponded perfectly with 
the representations in the plates of Robin and Verdeuil, and as 
I have since satisfied myself with those of Funcke. I have sub- 
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mitted them since to the best microscopists here, all of whom 
agree as to their character. Attracted by the fact, I have since 
examined in like manner the urine in three cases of confirmed 
dyspepsia, all marked by more or less waste and emaciation, and 
muscular debility, and in the three have met with the same de- 
posit. In another case, a boy aged 20 came into the Hospital 
lately, with numerous congestive abscesses in the lower limbs, a 
pallid, almost earthen complexion, feeble circulation, almost total 
inappetency, great emaciation and excessive muscular prostration. 
Upon careful examination of his chest, commencing. tuberculosis 
was evident. His urine presented the richest deposit of oxalate 
of lime (octohedra) I have almost ever scen. Here, also, creatine 
was largely deposited. 

All that has been necessary in these instances, has been to 
place the drop of urine on the slide, as for examination, and suffer 
it to evaporate spontaneously, when the crystals mentioned have 
been found in from 24 to 48 hours. 

During this period I have examined various and numerous 
specimens of urine from other individuals, some in health, others 
in various morbid states, without any such result. In all the five 
cases where it has been seen, there have been found the crystals 
and oxalate of lime. If it should prove that it is not thus present, 
except in cases of oxaluria, and that it is not thus in excess in 
all cases where the oxalate is present, may it not account for the 
discrepant views concerning the practical import of that deposite 
among different observers? some believing that when the oxalate 
is found, it is always an indication for a particular line of treat- 
ment and a matter requiring attention; others denying that itis 
of any practical import. 

On the other hand, it may be related to the muscular waste 
and debility, and its connection with the oxalate of lime be a 
mere coincidence, in which case, however, its physiological bearing 
(as to its source) would be a matter of no less interest. 

As to the treatment, I have nothing new to offer. The first 
four were treated as cases of oxaluria, three of them with the 
nitro-muriatic acid; the fourth, in whom there was a predomi- 
nance of the oval plates (oxalurate of lime) with nitrate of silver. 
In all they readily responded to the treatment, and promptly and 
rapidly improved, with marked diminution of the creatine. 
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I may be in error, but as far as my reading extends, I can find 
no notice of the fact that creatine has ever been found thus in 
urine by spontaneous evaporation. I have examined all the au- 
thorities within reach, including Lehman, and have consulted 
many who have been long and zealously engaged in urinary pa- 
thology, but have hitherto been unsuccessful. 
Baltimore, May 12th, 1855. 





On the Contagion of Puerperal Fever. 
To the Editor of the Medical Examiner : 

Dear Sir,—On reading the review, in the March number of 
the Examiner, of Dr. Holmes’ work, I was impressed with the 
conviction that it must be decided upon experience alone, whether 
puerperal fever is contagious or not, and whether there are not 
different diseases included under that name. This experience 
should be generally contributed by all who have cases in their 
charge, and then the professional mind would soon become settled 
on this now much mooted question. Thinking that perhaps a 
statement of four obstetrical cases that have been under my care 
lately might prove useful, I subjoin it. 

Mrs. McT’. was brought to bed with her first child, Dec. 4th, 
1854. After a natural labor she was delivered of a son; con- 
siderable hemorrhage followed his birth, which was easily arrested 
however. On the next day she was seized with a chill, followed 
by fever, with pulse of 126; slight chills recurred for two days 
more; retention of urine took place also. On the fourth day 
tenderness was observable in the hypogastric region and slight 
meteorism; there was little or no milk in the breasts, and the 
pulse rose to 144. The tenderness increased for some days, and 
the abdomen became tympanitic; palpitations became trouble- 
some; but no delirium or heavy perspirations were observable. 
By the steady use of blue mass and opium (not however to nar- 
cotism or ptyalism) until the skin began to relax, and the tongue, 
previously heavily furred, showed a disposition to clean, and 
supporting the system then with quinine, she improved much, 
and was beginning to walk about the room by December 22, but 
on December 25 was seized with phlegmasia alba in the right leg. 
Her pulse rose again to 140, she became delirious, and had co- 
pious sweats, but under the influence of quinine she recovered 
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rapidly, and by the 20th of January, 1855, was able to leave her 
room. 

On January 11th I was sent for to attend Mrs. T., living two 
squares only from Mrs. McT. She was safely delivered of a boy 
and got well without a bad symptom. She had had puerperal 
fever after her previous child’s birth. 

My next obstetric case occurred on March 9th. Mrs. F., of 
nervous temperament, was delivered of a healthy girl after a short 
labor. She had for some time been suffering under a white dis- 
charge, which I suspected was syphilitic, but owing to absence 
from the city was unable to make a specular examination. On 
the second day this patient had a slight chill, which returned with 
increased severity on the third and fourth days. Intense peri- 
tonitis now set in, with a pulse of 140, a heavily furred tongue 
becoming dry and dark in the centre, changed expression of 
countenance, slight but well marked intoxicated delirium, and 
heavy sweats. Slight retention of urine also took place. But 
under the use of blue mass and opium at first, then of oil of tur- 
pentine (as a stimulant) and laudanum and quinine, she gradually 
recovered, and is now suffering only from weakness. 

From the bedside of this patient I was called to see Mrs. M., 
living two miles from the last patient, on March 16th. I drew 
off Mrs. F.’s urine with the catheter, and then drove immediately 
to Mrs. M.’s and delivered her of a fine girl The mother was 
well in a few days. 

Such is the history of my obstetric cases between December 
and March. Previous to December, nothing of interest had oc- 
curred in them, all getting well speedily. The alternation of 
the cases, and the almost direct communication established between 
the last two, seem to me worthy of attention. 

Yours respectfully, 
J. CuHESTON Morris, M.D. 

Philadelphia, April 20th, 1853. 


Case of Musket-ball in the Bladder, 
By James W. Rosinson, M.D. 


Nearly eighteen months since there fell under my observation 
a case of an anomalous character, which I have ever since desired 
to make public, but from negligence have suffered it to escape 
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my attention until this late day. Hoping, however, that it may 
possess sufficient interest to warrant publication even after so 
great a lapse of time, I transmit to you an imperfect account of 
the case—imperfect from the fact that it is entirely from memory, 
having made no written record of the particulars at the time. I 
was then pursuing the duties of my profession, twenty miles north- 
west of this place, on the great thoroughfare leading from 
Chambersburg to Pittsburg. I was called six miles west on that 
road to see a patient who presented the following history: 

He was a man between 30 and 35 years of age, of good physical 
development, and unquestionably at one time of fine constitution. 
I'wo years previous to the time he fell under my care, he was 
engaged in trading, in the State of Texas, whither he had mi- 
grated from Cincinnati, his former home. While pursuing his 
avocation in that State, he received a shot from a musket ball, 
which entered the depression formed by the glutei muscles on 
the outside of the hip, and passing through, behind the femur, 
lodged, he could not tell where. He lay for some weeks from 
the effects of the wound, without any medical or surgical treat- 
ment, and finally recovered sufficiently to return to Cincinnati. 
Here he entered the hospital, where he informed me that he suf- 
fered for some time from a vesico-rectal fistula, which was eventu- 
ally cured by repeated cauterization ; also, that either the wadding 
of the gun or a portion of his clothing driven before the bullet, 
had been removed by an operation, from the cavity of the bladder. 
During all this period, and up to the time at which I met with 
him, he could only pass his urine with much pain, by aid of a gum 
catheter which he had learned to insert himself, and carried con- 
stantly with him; the urine always being loaded with more or 
less purulent matter. Life becoming a burden to him in this 
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situation, and his means of subsistence being reduced to an ex- | ‘| | 
tremity, and not satisfied with what had been done for him in =}! 


the Cincinnati hospital, he made his way to a similar institution an 
in Pittsburg, at which place nothing more in the way of an ope- 
ration was attempted, and no prospect of relief afforded him. 
He entertained some vague notion that an operation might be 
performed which would relieve his condition, but had no concep- 
tion of the nature or rationale of it. Hence he conceived the 
idea, no doubt from the advice of some other person, of endeavor- 
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ing to seek his way from Pittsburg to the Pennsylvania Hospital 
at Philadelphia, for the purpose of presenting his case to the 
surgeons of that institution. With that in view, his last hope of 
earthly comfort, he started from Pittsburg in his critical state of 
health, on foot and without money. 

Buoyed up with the prospect of a relief of his sufferings, he 
travelled on at a slow pace, in the month of October, the weather 
cold and his clothing light. On one of the days in the latter 
part of that month, there came on a heavy storm of snow and 
rain, lasting throughout the day, and covering the ground to a 
considerable depth. During the whole of this day he wandered 
over long and steep hills, drenched with rain and chilled with 
snow, and halted at night at a tavern 116 miles east of Pittsburg, 
sick and exhausted, his day’s journey having sown within him the 
seeds of death. After lying sick for a number of days without 
any medical treatment or attendance, I was called upon to visit 
him. I found him in a miserable condition, complaining of in- 
tense pain over the left kidney and in the region of the bladder, 
and passing, by means of the catheter, considerable quantities 
of urine heavily charged with pus, with much suffering during the 
evacuation of the bladder. He had labored under considerable 
febrile reaction, which had now assumed a real typhous type. He 
had for a length of time, that is in all probability ever since he 
received the wound, suffered. from chronic inflammation of the 
bladder, which was forced into a more active state by his expo- 
sure to the inclement weather, while there was superadded evident 
acute inflammation of the left kidney. His tongue had assumed 
the dark brown or blackish aspect, so characteristic of his low 
typhous condition, with all the other symptoms corresponding. 
In the way of treatment, my efforts were directed towards effecting 
a mercurial impression, both by internal and external use, but 
without avail. Demulcents and stimulants, ammonia and wine, 
and finally brandy and the application of powerful sinapisms and 
other medicines, and applications which have escaped my memo- 
ry, and the recollection of which for our present purpose would be 
of little importance, were also used. He seemed torally slightly 
sometimes, but lingering on for near ten days, he sank and died 
under copious hemorrhage from the bladder and bowels simulta- 
neously. Two hours after death I proceeded to make a post- 
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mortem examination, which was, of necessity, very imperfect 
from the want of assistance, scarcely being able to procure the 
services of any one to furnish me a sufficiency of light (it being 
in the night) from the horror people out of the profession pretend 
to have for such operations. The examination, however, was 
sufficiently minute to invalidate my diagnosis, and to reveal a 
very remarkable case. The left kidney I found to be a mass of 
suppuration. The bladder was much indurated, and its coats 
‘thickened to an incredible extent. Laying open its walls I found 
within its cavity a musket ball of the largest size, with a calculus 
three or four times the size of the bullet attached to its side. I 
have both the ball and the calculus in my possession, though they 
have become detached by violence. The ball weighs more than 
an ounce, and is the largest I ever saw. The calculus measures 
more than an inch in every dimension, except one, being a little 
flattened and of a cylindrical shape. 

The singularity of the case is in the fact that a large musket 
ball, with a portion of clothing, was driven entirely through the 
fleshy part of the hip within the cavity of the pelvis, and finding 
a lodgement in the bladder, allowed it to heal over it, and that 
it remained there for two years without causing disturbance in- 
consistent with life. Also, that after the first shock of the injury 
he underwent a partial recovery without any treatment. It is 
also very singular that he came through the hands of a number 
of surgeons who failed even to detect the presence of these foreign 
bodies in the bladder. I regret very much that he did not reach 
the Pennsylvania Hospital in as good health as he left Pittsburg, 
then able to make a long journey on foot in bad weather. I am 
very sure the able surgeons of that veteran institution would not 
have mistaken his case, but would have unhesitatingly submitted 
him to the operation of lithotomy, with every prospect of saving 
his life and restoring his health. 

I regret that my recollection and a more minute examination 
of the case do not enable me to give an account marked with that 
exactness and clearness of detail which must be a characteristic 
of every good clinical or post-mortem report. 
Warfordsburg, Fulton Co., Pa., April 17th, 1855. 
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New Form of Cataract Needle. By Joun NEI.t, M.D., Professor 
of Surgery, Pennsylvania College. 


In the operation for cataract by solution or absorption, every 
one has experienced the necessity of having an instrument that 
would not merely prick or perforate, but one that would also cut 
or divide the capsule and lens. In addition consequently to the old 
instruments recommended by Scarpa, Saunders and Adams, we 


have recently been favored with many improvements in this de- - 
partment of Surgery. 


Fig.1. Fig. 2. Mr. Gemrig, the cutler, has lately made for me 
| an instrument which I think combines all that is 
\ to be desired in a needle for this operation. 
| 
i 


Figure 1 represents the real size and form of 
| the needle, and figure 2 exhibits it enlarged two- 
4 — fold. 
| The peculiarities are that it has but one cutting 
edge, which is straight, and it is therefore more 
readily sharpened, especially as zts szdes are flat, 
whereas in the double edged and lancet-shaped 
needles the edge is convex and the sides are 
also convex, and hence the difficulty in obtaining 
the great desideratum, a cutting edge. I have 
directed also that the edge of this miniature 
straight bistoury should form only one half of 
the needle, the remaining half or shank being cy- 
| lindrical, so that it can be revolved readily in the 
| wound through the tunics, which could not be 
done if the edge occupied the whole of the needle, 
as is the case in the old fashioned iris-knife. 

The back of the needle is rounded and slightly 
convex, although this is not of much importance ; 
| but near the point the back should be sharp- 

4UN- ened slightly so as to facilitate its ready penetra- 
tion. Its length is 3 of an inch. © 

In a recent operation at the Pennsylvania Hospital, I 
||| had great satisfaction in the use of this needle, in dividing 
| adhesions which had formed between the lens and iris, the 
|| result of inflammation subsequent to a previous operation. 

I might also add that others engaged in this depart- 
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ment of surgery, and whose experience and judgment I much 
value, have assured me of their satisfaction in its employment. 


Mineral and Thermal Springs of the United States. 
By Joun Bett, M.D. 


, While engaged in preparing my full and-‘elaborate work on 
Mineral and Thermal Springs, which, I regret to say, will not 
make its appearance this year, I have thought that a brief notice 
of those of the United States would be acceptable at this time. 

___—s It: will, at least, serve to give a wider range of selection for those 
who are yet undecided as to the spot which they may visit in the 
dog-days. 

I shall not begin far «down east ;”’ and shall, therefore, first 
notice the Berkshire Soda Spring, within three miles of the 
beautiful village of Great Barrington, Berkshire county, Massa- 
chusetts, through which four daily trains of cars pass. Great 





Barrington is 28 miles from the Hudson river and the city of ; 
, Hudson. The chief mineral impregnation of this water is in the 
soda, combined with carbonic acid and chlorine, and a little alum. na 


Oak Orchard Acid Mineral Springs.—Under this title we 
meet with a very active water, holding in solution, sulphates of 
magnesia, alumina and iron, with other salts, and an excess of 


sulphuric acid, constituting what is called Alum Water of some ayy 
of the Virginia Springs. It is an active tonic and astringent. 1 

These springs are about six and a half miles south of the vil- ag 
lage of Medina, on the Erie canal, and eighteen south-east from “8 


Lockport, Genesee County, New York. 

Avon Sulphur Springs.—The waters of these springs are 
among the strongest of the sulphureous class, and contain also 
‘ sulphate of soda and other salts, which render them purgative. 

In one of them (in the Sylvan group) iodine has been detected. 

Avon is on the eastern bank of the Genesee river, in Livingston 
County, New York, eighteen miles from Rochester. The springs 
were known to the Indians, who resorted to them for the cure of 
diseases,—a reputation well deserved and sustained to the present 
day. 

Saratoga Springs.—These springs are deservedly celebrated, 
and nowhere can be found mineral waters of the carbonated 
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saline class at once so pleasant and endowed with so much me- 
dicinal activity. Then, in addition to the chief fountain, there 
are iodine and chalybeate springs, so that all desirable variety 
is furnished for the relief or cure of a large circle of diseases. 
We need not give here an analysis of these waters ; but refer to 
the treatises of Steele, North, and Allen on this point, and on 
their medicinal uses. 

Lebanon Spring.—This is ranked, on the score of temperature, 
among the Thermal springs, and of gaseous impregnation, among 
the nitrogen ones. The water is constantly at 75° F., while that 
of the other springs in the county (Renseller) is 52° F. Its 
saline impregnation is very slight, being only a grain and a 
quarter in the pint. The temperature is such as to render the 
Lebanon water a delightful bath. So copious is the supply that 
not only is there an abundance for all the baths, but also 
enough to turn two or three mills erected within a short distance. 
These are kept running during even the severity of the winter. 

Albany Mineral Springs.—They are represented to be very 
similar to those of Saratoga and Balston; but they contain a 
smaller proportion of carbonic acid gas. 

Canandaigua Sulphureous Springs.—These are eight miles 
north-west of the town. They gush from a hill in so copious a 
stream as to turn a mill. 

This class of waters is very numerous in the State of New York. 
At Buffalo there is one of considerable strength. The water 
contains, in addition, carbonates of lime, magnesia and soda, and 
sulphate of lime. 

Sharon Springs.—These sulphureous waters almost rival those 
of Saratoga, in the reputation which they have acquired for the 
cure of various chronic maladies; while the spot itself has supe- 
rior natural beauties. One of the springs, the Magnesian, has 
a greater proportion of saline contents, and a greater tendency 
to act on the bowels than the other; and hence it is used in cases 
in which the exciting effects of the latter, or White Sulphur as it 
is called, would be injurious. 

In addition to the well known Brine Springs and Salines in 
New York, there are, also, many medicinal saline springs in the 
districts in which the former prevail. 


Byron Acid Spring.—In the salt group of Onondaga, in a 
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portion of the Silurian system of the State, we meet with this 
spring, the water of which contains an excess of sulphuric acid, 
by which and its other contents it ranks among the Alum Springs. 

Sulphureous Springs of Vermont.—Among these we may 
enumerate the J/ighgate springs, within 12 miles of the steam- 
boat landing at St. Alban’s Bay; also those of Newbury 27 
miles east of Montpelier and 47 north-east from Windsor ; and 
those of Alburgh. 

Bennington Thermal Spring.—lIt is thus designated by Pro- 
fessor Hitchcock, who does not, however, give its temperature. 
It emits both nitrogen and oxygen gases. The water is abundant 
enough to turn the machinery of a powder mill. 

Schooley’s Mountain Springs.—These are the most noted and 
most frequented of the mineral springs of New Jersey. The 
water 50° IF. is a mild saline chalybeate, the virtues of which are 
greatly aided by the cool and invigorating air of this spot, 

Bedford Springs. —These rank foremost in Pennsylvania, on 
account of their mineral properties and medicinal effects, and 
their mountain elevation and surrounded scenery. They are 
two miles from the town of Bedford, and less than 200 
miles from Philadelphia and not 100 from Pittsburg: they are 
130 miles from Baltimore, and the same distance from Washing- 
ton. The water of the chief spring is a saline chalybeate. 
Others have received the designations of Limestone, Sweet, Sul- 
phur and Chalybeate. The most active ingredients in the first 
or main spring are sulphate of magnesia and carbonate of iron. 
The temperature of the water is 55° F., which must be somewhat 
higher than the common springs of this region. 

The Bedford water has acquired deserved celebrity in indiges- 
tion and chronic diarrhoea and dysentery, and in renal diseases, 
in which the inflammation or inflammatory excitement has sub- 
sided, and there remains an atonic andenfeebled condition of the 
organs. In uterine andin cutaneous diseases which have reached 
this stage, and have assumed a chronic character, it is, also, of 
decided benefit. The gouty and rheumatic in whom there is no 
plethora or cerebral determination, have also reason to speak 
well of this water. 

What wich the invigorating effects of the water, and of the 
mountain air and mountain walks, the visitors must be supposed 


' a einerned> rs ee 
a aad . 


ee ees Seep a) ad 
le Rg AR ee nF 


ve coger tee, 4S 
Pa > 


is 
® 


’ Re ~ he 5g Vee KN Rae tos Ps 
Atlas SE ad 


eh sat 8 at a 


Pee Toe 


np ae 


ees EES! tte ee 
EE SER 


ee he 
2 hoe 
Siena 


P E ha is ~ + wrk > og ‘ ie 
a Aonsemetece tenes het tat a LR LE ALLE AL ALLL AE ALLE aammenmennnines wens eet — beret Rat 














396 Original Communicationg, (June, 


to have a keen appetite, and to require a bountifully supplied 
table; the more so as the majority at a watering place do not 
rank themselves among the class of invalids, and have to rely on 
something more than drinking the water or bathing, to keep up 
their strength and spirits. Of the way in which these things are 
managed at Bedford I cannot speak from personal experience. 

Within a day’s ride of Bedford are the little town of Bath, in 
Virginia, and its thermal spring, of which further mention will 
soon be made. 

York Springs.—One of them is saline, the other a strong 
chalybeate. The water of the first is said to be diuretic and 
mildly cathartic. This place is readily reached by railroad from 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. It is in Adams County, «two to 
four hoursrideof Gettysburg, Carlisle, Harrisburg and Hanover.”’ 

Perry County Springs.—These, erroneously called « Warm,” 
are so far thermal as to be, probably, fifteen or eighteen degrees 
higher than the common spring of the country ; and hence the 
water would furnish a pleasantly cool, approaching to a temperate 
bath. They are fourteen miles from Harrisburg and the same 
distance from Duncannon, on the Central Railroad, and at the 
foot of Pisgah mountain, in a district which allows of fine drives 
and rides. 

Carlisle Springs.—The water of these springs is a mild sul- 
phureous one. They are within a short distance of the town of 
Carlisle, which is traversed by the railroad from Philadelphia to 
Chambersburgh. 

Doubling Gap Sulphureous and Chalybeate Springs.—They 
are situated in a gap formed by the doubling of the Kittitany 
or North Mountain, about thirty miles south-west of Harrisburg. 
The Cumberland Valley Railrord passes through Neuville, dis- 
tant eight miles from the Springs, to which visiters are taken by 
stages. 

Bath Chalybeate Springs.—At one time these springs used to 
be visited by many of the citizens of Philadelphia, on account, 
in good part, of ready access to them. They are within a short 
distance of Bristol, on the Delaware. 

Besides these Mineral Springs of Pennsylvania now enume- 
rated, there are cold springs of pure water, which, owing to their 
situation in healthy and romantic districts of country and the 
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facilities furnished for cold bathing, have acquired deserved 
vogue. Of these I shall notice— 

The Yellow Springs.—They are in Chester County, thirty 
miles from Philadelphia ; and are reached from this city by rail- 
road and stages. The view of the surrounding country is fine, 
and facilities are given for excursions in different directions. In 
addition to the natural baths of the temperature of the chief 
spring, which is 53° F., warm ones are also obtainable. The 
house is well kept, and the table every way good. 

The Ephrata Mountain Springs.—These springs, situated 13 
miles north of Lancaster, are resorted to by large numbers of people 
every year, The scenery, the grounds around, the hotel accom- 
modations and the means for procuring baths of various tempera- 
tures, present strong inducements to visit this spot. 

Caledonia Springs.—To the inhabitants of the city who have 
suffered from the wear and tear of business, to the invalid slowly 
recovering from disease, to those who have become weakened 
and exhausted in the giddy round of pleasure, and to all who 
would like to see Nature in her nobler aspects, this spot is emi- 
nently inviting. New scenes and new associations of a genial 
and abiding character are opened to us; and, for a time at least, 
we feel ourselves relieved from leaden cares, and enjoy a sense of 
unwonted freedom. While nature has been so bountiful in her 
mountain and woodland views, her pure and copious springs and 
streams, and her vivifying and exhilarating air, art has also 
contributed its share to the comfort of the visitors to these 
springs, who are received in a new, spacious and well ordered 
hotel, are comfortably lodzed, and sit down to a table every way 
well supplied—the viands good, abundant, and prepared with 
due culinary skill. 

The Caledonia, long known as Sweeny’s Cold Springs, have 
enjoyed, during many years past, quite a reputation, when used 
as a bath, for the cure of chronic rheumatism and various other 
diseases in which there is a blending of still remaining febrile 
heat and irritation with debility. Warm baths are, also, always 
to be had. 

The springs are situated on the South Mountain, which rise. 
in the rear of the hotel, and in front they command an extensive. 
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view of alternate woods and fields, terminated by a semicircu- 
lar sweep of the North Mountain. 

Without meaning to undervalue the efficacy of mineral waters, 
the writer can recommend invalids. or the weak who wish to 
become stronger, to make the regular drinking of the singularly 
pure water of one of the springs, before breakfast and before 
dinner, a part of the pleasant regimen of good eating, sound 
sleeping, and varied exercises which he will enjoy at this favored 
spot. 

The Caledonia Springs are fifteen miles from Chambersburg ; 
the greater part of the road being the turnpike which unites this 
town with Gettysburg. Visitors, on their arrival by railroad 
from Philadelphia or Baltimore, are taken out immediately in 
omnibuses or other vehicles from Chambersburg to the springs, 
which they reach on the evening of the same day of their leaving 
either of the cities just named. 


Virginia is peculiarly rich in mineral springs, and until the 
acquisition of California and New Mexico, had more thermal 
ones than any other portion of the United States. Beginning 
at the North and advancing to the South, we first meet with— 

The Bath (Berkeley county) Spring.—This, like the Sweet 
Springs, is a mild carbonated or acidulous thermal water, 
of the temperature of 73° F., the same as that which in 
England, by a strange blunder, is called Bristol Hot Well. 
It has been very serviceable in a variety of chronic diseases, 
when used asa bath. Persons who went there crippled with 
chronic rheumatism have come away quite restored to the free 
use of their limbs, and as agile in all their movements as the 
country people around. The internal use of the water merits 
more attention than it has generally received, especially in 
atonic and irritable dyspepsia and chronic bowel diseases. 

Bath is within a short distance of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad, if we are not mistaken ; and, as already stated, itis not 
far from Bedford, Pa. 

Shannondale Saline Springs.—These springs are within a 
few miles vf Charlestown, Jefferson county, through which the 
railroad from Harper’s Ferry to Winchester passes. The water 
acts as a mild aperient and diuretic, and it is adapted, in conse- 




































1855.] Mineral and Thermal Springs of the U. States. 389 
quence, to a large circle of diseases. The springs are near the 
banks of the Shenandoah, the sound of whose waters is heard 
with an agreeable effect at the Hotel on the hill, where the visi- 
tors are quartered. There are few spots in the Union which 
present so many natural advantages and capabilities for extended 
walks, gardens and groves as Shannondale. 

Jordan's White Sulphur Springs.—They are about five or six 
miles from Winchester, and four miles from the railroad between 
this town and Harper’s Ferry. Passengers leaving Baltimore 
in the morning will reach the springs between three and four 
o'clock in the afternoon. The waters are serviceable in chro- 
nic dyspepsia, with a torpid state of the liver, chronic rheuma- 
tism, cutaneous affections, and the debility left by fevers. 

Many of the visitors to the upper or mountain springs in the 
south western part of the State, spend a few days here on their 
return to the north; and those from the Eastern Shore and Nor- 
thern Neck linger late in the season, until it is safe for them to 
go home, with a prospect of escaping an attack of their endemic 
fevers. 

Capon Springs.—These have come greatly into vogue, and it 
would seem not without good reason. ‘The water is beneticial in 
certain forms of dyspepsia, and in renal affections, especially, as 
we are told, in the lithic acid diathesis. The arrangements for 
cold bathing are on a large scale, and the baths of a superior 
kind; warm bathing can also be enjoyed by those who claim it, 
either as a hygienic agent, or a remedy for disease. Mountain 
air largely inhaled gives a keener relish for the mountain mutton, 
of which the lovers of good cheer speak so highly at this place. 
A hotel of the first class has been crected, and furnishes good 
quarters to a large number of visitors. Not a few have their 
own houses or cabins. 

The Capon Springs are about 80 miles from Winchester. 
Whether the fear of diminishing the reputation of the water as 
a medicinal agent, by showing how very slight is its medicinal 
impregnation, or owing to the indolence of the parties more di- 
rectly interested in the question, we cannot say ; but, as yet, 
there has been no analysis made, or, at any rate, reported, which 
has come under my notice. 

Fauquier or Warrenton White Sulphur Sprinys.—They 
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derive the first name from the county, the second from the town 
in which they are situated. They are within a few miles of 
the railroad from Alexandria, and at the same distance from the 
one to Staunton, which traverses the Valley ; and also by stages 
from Winchester. 

The waters are of a wild sulphureous nature, but of the propor- 
tion of their gaseous and solid contents we are ignorant. Nume- 
rous cases are recorded of their efficacy in dyspepsia, chronic 
diarrhoea, and chronic rheumatism, also in renal affections and 
disorders of females; but without very minute specification of 
the organic lesions in the latter. 

Attractions superior even to those of the waters are offered to 
the crowd of visitors, in a noble mansion, as a hotel, and extensive 
and tastefully arranged grounds, ornamented with shrubberies and 
parterres. In addition to the main building, a pavilion, which 
has a portico on its western front, commanding a view of the 
lawn, and an extensive picturesque region beyond, there are se- 
veral brick buildings of a large size. Ample provision is made 
for all the varieties of bathing. 

After traversing the beautiful and fertile region known as the 
Valley, between the Blue Ridge and the Alleghany mountains, 
which begins at Harper’s Ferry and ends at the Natural Bridge, 
south of Lexington, we find ourselves in the vicinity of the 
celebrated « Virginia Springs.”” We know of no place in the 
world, of the same extent, which is marked by such a number 
and variety of mineral and chemical springs as the one now un- 
der notice. It possesses, at the same time, the advantages of a 
fine climate and scenery of a highly diversified character. The 
company at the several springs, free from aristocratic preten- 
tions and ridiculous attempts at exclusiveness, always exhibits a 
large share of intelligence, good taste and sociability. The infusion 
of the Virginian and Southern element—a frank, cordial address 
and good humor—adds not a little to the pleasures of the North- 
ern visitors, who, with exceilent intentions, are not remarkable 
for that ease of manner and confiding speech which invite inti- 
macy. 

Leaving Staunton with a design to visit the «Springs,”’ we 
Shape our course west, and at a distance of 45 miles in this 
direction we reach 
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The Bath Alum Springs.—They are on the main road from 
Richmond to Guyandotte, on the Ohio river, at the eastern base of 
the Warm Spring mountain, and a few miles east of the Springs 
themselves. 

An analysis of the water of one of the Bath Alum 
Springs, that most used, by Dr. Hayes, of Boston, shows 
it to contain, in a gallon, nearly fifty-five grains of saline 
substances, and of carbonic and sulphuric acid. Those most 
active, are the salts of iron, and alumina, and on them and 
the free sulphuric acid, the sensible properties and curative 
powers of these waters in a great measure depend. JBeing a 
strong tonic and astringent, it is easy to indicate a number of 
diseases in which they must be of service, and, already, experience 
has proved in many respects what @ prior? reasoning would have 
suggested respecting their beneficial operation. We may specify, 
as first on the list, chronic affections of the digestive mucous 
membranes, including those of the throat, stomach and bowels, 
and marked by feebleness or imperfection of function and mor- 
bid secretions. Similar praise may be extended to it in chronic 
diseases of the urinary and generative organs, and cutaneous 
diseases, chronic ulcers, simulating cancers, and scrofula have 
been greatly relieved, and in some cases entirely cured by the 
methodical drinking of these waters—a result quickened by their 
external application to the sore or tumor. 

The accommodations for the reception and entertainment of 
visitors are represented to be of a superior kind at these springs. 

Rockbridge Alum Springs.— If, in place of turning off west 
from Staunton, we were to go further south, to Lexington and 
the Natural Bridge, and then visit the Warm Springs, we should 
meet with these alum springs on the road. ‘They are 17 miles 
from the town just mentioned, and 22 from the Warm Springs, 
in a valley between the North Mountain on the East, and the 
Mill Mountain on the West. 

The composition of the waters of these Springs, as ascertained 
by Dr. Hayes, is similar to that of the Bath Alum Waters, and 
both of them resemble those of the Oak Orchard Springs, and 
the Acid Byron one in New York. The Rockbridge water is 
stronger in the proportion of free sulphuric acid and the sulphate 
of alumina, but contains less iron than the Bath waters. Its 
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use is applicable to the same diseases in which the other is bene- 
ficial, with the modifications required by the differences in chemi- 
cal composition just now stated. 

(To be continued.) 
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Reports relating to the Sanitary Condition of the City of London. 
By Joun Simon, F. R. 8., Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
and Officer of Health to the City. London, 1854. 


These are highly valuable and interesting sanitary reports, 
although local in their character. Officially addressed to the 
Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London, and printed 
originally for the use of the Corporation, nevertheless, they com- 
mend themselves to the general hale ; especially to those who 
have given any attention to that most important yet « 
ously ne glected ” ject, Public Hygiene. 

In this age of int oer: improvement, of scientific research and 
discovery, of changes and beet ssaae ns in daily progress, moving 
in some instances would 


* 
{mM 
© 
~o 
~~ 
- 
a) 
pe] 
oe 

' 


on, too, with a snnttuile pidity that i 
9 outst rip the capabilities of our nature, we 
7 


ot 


appear almost 
cannot comprehend the s 
sanitary reform. It is a fa ot incontrovertible, that in this 
country, at least, rei pie been very ” Kittle if any, national 
legislation towards an effective and permanent sanitary organiza- 


fad 


» nthe Seana #h — 7) a Sees. Pe . ae a 
tion. In other words, the cultivation of the science of the phy- 
& 


ecret agency that retards the wheels of 


ie 


sical necessities of human life has received at the hands of our 


ea a ee 42, har we a ee é 
law-makers lar ie€ss attention than any one subdject Which has 
x 
. ve 1 oy a = anoc T — r x f Ss * Ws > , . - ) ? 
Ci Assisi LHelr interieél Ce t 1S gratiiy 244 on 9 h W Sver. to fin i 
. ~* , 


here and there a mi ai peering out te om amidst the universal in- 
difference to those laws ‘ai regulations which are necessary to 
ensure the public health, and willing to devote their talents and 
influence to the eee of the sanitary science. 

Prominent among such, beyond the Atlantic, may be noticed 
the learned author ‘of these ee whose inde fatig zable perse- 
verance in advancing the science of Hygiene, entitles him to a 
distinguished position i in tM list of philanthropists of the nine- 
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thousand per annum. A high average, when the lowest death 
rate per thousand, attained in England, for a period of seven 
years, has been 14. Another fact of interest which these statis- 
tics reveal, is that for the deaths exceeding five years, the rate 
NN 7 
is under 17 per thousand, while for those under this age, the rate 
is 85 per thousand. 
After dwelling upon the abridgement of human life by prevent- 
— CJ 
able diseases, the effect of the direct operation of local and pre- 
z] 
ventable causes, the author congratulates the Commissioners upon 
= 
the success attending the public health acts of Parliament, and 
alludes to the sensible improvement in the sanitary condition of 
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stances, to be located within a town;” and as to slaughtering 
animals in cities, he has no hesitation in pronouncing it «¢as both 
directly and indirectly prejudicial to the health of the popula- 
tion.” 

We have long entertained the opinion that any sanitary organi- 
zation in a city would be incomplete, that allowed the carrying on 
of noxious trades, particularly those where animal matter, liable 
to decomposition, was in any way employed. Hence, slaughtering 
houses, glue and soap factories, tanneries, skin dressing, bone 
boiling and such like occupations, should be conducted beyond 
the limits of the population. 

A deteriorated and unhealthy atmosphere, or an atmosphere 
loaded with an organic poison, must necessarily be breathed con- 
tinually, wherever establishments such as have been enumerated, 
however well conducted, are located in the midst of a dense 
population. To preserve a pure and healthy state of the air in 
cities, all causes that exert an influence to vitiate the atmo- 
sphere should be suppressed. This opinion has been materially 
strengthened since reading the able reports of Dr. Simon, and 
we are confident that if their contents were carefully analysed 
and explained by competent authorities in our American cities, 
we should soon have legislative action, for the mitigation ofmany 
fruitful causes that exist for the prevalence of preventable dis- 
eases and deaths in cities. 

House drainage and house ventilation, are also topics treated 
of in these essays, both of which require sanitary correction. Of 
the former, the experience of the author tallies with our own; 
viz: that imperfect house drainage is a general evil in the poorer 
districts of cities. It certainly prevails throughout all large 
cities, but not to the same extent in some districts as in others. 
Wherever you find a section of the city closely built upon, 
abounding in small houses, (with smaller yards, and in some cases, 
no yards at all,) and confined streets and alleys, there you have 
defective drainage, and with this defective drainage, you have an 
atmosphere congenial to the production and spread of diseases, 
epidemic or otherwise. 

Under the head of house drainage the author enters into a very 
minute and efficient examination of the bad effects arising from 
the existence and accumulation of cesspools in cities, and says, 
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that «it may be taken as an axiom for the purposes of sanitary 
improvement, that every individual cesspool is hurtful to its 
vicinage.’’ 

This cesspool question is one worthy of public and scientific 
attention. None will deny but that, at present, it is a necessary 
nuisance. In London, the evil from this source is alarming. It 
is bad enough in our American cities, where human ordure is 
deposited in partially closed, but porous sinks. But in London, 
according to the report of Dr. Simon, « the extreme injury which 
it inflicts on the health of the population, and the vital necessity 
of abating that injury, «has claimed the attention of his country- 
men for the last ten years.” In some districts he describes the 
numbers to be so great as resembling a cesspool city excavated 
beneath the city itself. 

It has been a prevalent and favorite idea with us, that the 
present method of constructing cesspools was hurtful to health, 
but any improvement on the existing faulty system has been slow 
to work its way into popular notice. 

We should take pleasure in pursuing the subject of Dr. Simon’s 
essays still further, and to present our readers with a more ela- 
borate and detailed notice of their truly useful contents, but the 
limits of our Monthly forbids other than a hasty glance. 

Finally, we would that the same spirit which animates the 
author of the volume before us, might be infused into the minds 
of those who have the lead in the municipal affairs of our large 
cities. The good results that would thereby be effected in the 
improved system of sanitary enactments, by the adoption of a 
well regulated health police, would be of incalculable benefit. 

This collection of reports ought to find a place in all our 
public libraries, and be put into the hands of the chiefs of each 
department of the municipal government of our principal cities. 


W. J. 


An Outline of Medical Chemistry, for the Use of Students. By 
B. Howarp Ranp, A.M., M.D., Professor of Chemistry in 
the Philadelphia College of Medicine, ete. Philadelphia : 
Lindsay & Blakiston. 1855. 


This little work is intended as an outline sketch to assist the 
medical student in acquiring a knowledge of this most necessary 
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science. It contains an extremely laconic abridgement of the 
usual systematic course, as met with in the text books most in 
use in our colleges, attention being more particularly paid to 
those combinations that are used in medicine, and are officinal in 
our Pharmacopceia, to which work it may forma useful companion 
in those cases in which the student wishes to obtain a rapid 
survey of the field of medical chemistry. 


The Principles and Practice of Obstetrical Medicine and Surgery, 
in reference to the process of Parturition, with sixty-four 
plates and numerous wood-cuts, By Francis H. Rams. 
BOTHAM, M. D., &c. Anew American edition, revised by the 
author. With Notesand Additions by WiiitamM YV. KeEatrna, 
M. D., A. M. &c., Philada. Blanchard & Lea, 1855. 


Few reprints from the British press have ever met with more 
favor from American practitioners than the above work of Dr. 
Ramsbotham. «Chaste in language, classical in c@mposition, 
happy in point of arrangement, and abounding in most interesting 
illustrations,” the emphatic language applied to it by Professor 
Hodge, so well expresses its deserts that we consider it unneces- 
sary to dwell further upon them. The present edition is rendered 
even more valuable than the previous one, from the additional 
material published in the interval, so that it may now be con- 
sidered one of the best summaries of the principles and practice 
of obstetrics in the English language. 

Dr. Ramsbotham devotes a long article, 26 pages, to the history 
and effects of anesthesia in labor. «Hitherto, he says, «I 
fear we have seen too much of the bright side of the picture ; 
the feelings and imagination have been allowed to outstrip the 
judgment; and the glorious anticipations indulged in have, by 
their dazzling lustre, unfitted the mind for patient analytical ex- 
amination. But the period has now arrived, when, from the facts 
collected, a dispassionate opinion may be formed; when the ex- 
citement of the novel, bold and startling idea having passed away, 
over-zeal may be tempered by discretion, and prejudice corrected 
by calm, sober, and philosophic reasoning.”’ A discussion of the 
effects of anzesthetic agents upon the health of both mother and 
child follows this preamble, which our limits alone prevent us 
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from giving more in detail. The action of chloroform is divided, 
upon the authority of Dr. Snow, into five stages or degrees. In 
the Ist, there is a kind of inebriation, which is usually agreeable, 
consciousness to surrounding objects, remaining, however, unim- 
paired. In the 2d the mental functions are impaired, but not 
entirely suspended ; consciousness is no longer correct, and a 
dreamy state, analogous to delirium, supervenes. The patient is 
not dead drunk, but only in the state described by the law as 
drunk and ineapable. In the 3d stage, all voluntary motion is 
paralysed ; the mental functions are completely in abeyance. It 
does not follow, however, that an operation may be commenced 
immediately the narcotism reaches this degree, for anesthesia is 
not a necessary part of it. The fourth degree brings with it re- 
laxation of the voluntary muscles, with complete insensibility to 
external impressions, so that no pain is felt even on the infliction 
of severe personal injuries. The breathing is not unfrequently 
attended with some degree of stertor. The fifth degree is the 
commencement of dying. Dr. R. argues the great danger of 
chloroform, from the fact that perfect freedom from pain cannot 
be expected, unless the fourth degree be induced, when sensibility 
as well as sensation and muscular motion, is completely destroyed; 
‘two or three more sniffs voluntarily allowed and the fatal gulf 1s 
crossed.’’ It is also, a cumulative medicine; its effects increasing 
after its administration has been discontinued. These and the 
unequal susceptibility of patients to its influence, and its incom- 
patibility with serious disease of the circulatory or respiratory 
organs, are the principal reasons brought forward against its use. 
Besides death, which has assuredly, he says, occurred from its 
administration, many minor casualties may be apprehended from 
its action. Three instances of puerperal mania have come within 
his own knowledge, which were induced by it. Paralysis, hys- 
teria, and epileptic fits are also occasionally caused by it. The 
condition that must exist before a patient can be rendered ob- 
livious to the sufferings incidental to her situation, he says, em- 
phatically, «is not sleep, but drunkenness; the only kind of 
sleep, if sleep it can be called, in the least degree analogous to 
it, is that death-like insensibility into which a person is hurled 
when stupified by spirituous liquors; a state but little removed 
from apoplexy ; and which indeed in very many instances has 
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eventuated in a seizure of that dreadful malady.’’ There are 
only one or two contingencies in which he can even imagine its 
influence to be applicable. When the foetus lies transversely in 
utero, the membranes having been ruptured for some hours and 
the patient obstinately refuses to submit to delivery, he should 
deem it his duty to employ etherization, taking advantage of its 
effects to perform the operation. The same principle would guide 
him in some other operative cases where the forceps were required, 
and their application perseveringly resisted. 

Such are the opinions of our author concerning anzsthesia in 
labor. It is but proper that we should remark that the American 
editor enters a warm protest against them. As his experience, 
however, has been entirely confined to ether, while Dr. Rams- 
botham’s arguments refer to chloroform, we shall not discuss his 
conclusions. 

As we stated previously, the work has been considerably enlarged 
by the author since the last issue. The additions of the American 
editor, which cannot, both from their number and value, but 
prove acceptable to the reader, consist in a description of the 
inclined planes of the pelvis; generation; signs of pregnancy ; 
foetal circulation’; the mechanism of labor; the employment of 
anzesthetics, to which we have just referred; the use of ergot, 
&e., and other matters unnoticed by the author. The printing, 
paper and illustrations deserve the highest commendation. 





AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
TuEspAy, May Ist, 1855. 


Thes session was opened at114 A.M. , by the President, Dr. C. A. Pops, 
of St. Louis, taking the Chair; Drs. N. 8. Davis, of Illinois, and John 
GREEN, of Massachuset ts, Vi ice Preside ‘nts, occupied seats on either side ; 
Secretaries, Dr. Francis WEstT, of Philadelphia, and Dr. E. 8. Lemoine, 

of St. Louis. 

The President called the Association to order, and announced that 
the first order of business was the reception of the report of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangement on the Credentials of Members. 

Dr. Hays, Chairman of that Committee, before presenting the report, 
begged leave on behalf of the medical profession of Philadelphia, to 
greet the members with a sincere and cordial welcome, and to assure 
them that every endeavor had been made to affect such arrangements a3 
would facilitate the deliberations of the Association, promote the com- 
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forts of its members, and render their sojourn in Philadelphia agreeable. 
This, he stated, was a duty incumbent on the profession of this city 
and equally a gratification to them to execute. ‘‘ Kight years,’’ he said 
‘* have el: apsed since the Association was here organized, and our brethren 
in every city in which the Association has since met, have received our 
Delegates with a generous and munificent hospitality which we dare not 
aspire to rival, and can scarcely hope to approximate. Should our effort 
then fall short of fulfilling our wishes, | must beg you to, at least, ac- 
cept the assurance that it is our earnest desire to do ev erything i in our 
power to demonstrate our profound respect for the assembled wisdom of 
the noblest of Professions.” 

Dr. Hays reported that Delegates had already registered, and 
stated that the Committee of Arrangements were now in session, and 
busily engaged in the performance of their duties. 

As the next order of business was thie. calling of the ar Dr. H. 
hoped that the reading of the report would be dispensed with as unneces- 
g ary, which was acceded to. 

The roll was then called by the Secretary, Dr. West, 
answering to their names. 

The President, Dr. Chas. A. Pope, being, on motion, invited to ad- 
dress the Association, spoke as follows: 

[We ongh the first part of the address 

The object of this Association is to do something to advance the pro- 
fession - ards the fur-distant goal of perfection—to aid the solution of 
some of the problems and enigmas of life and organization—to add some 
material to the growing temple, whose foundations were so firmly laid 


Delegates 


~ 


by the Coan sage—and to do its part, as best it may, in the cause of 


humanit y. Nor do I think that, so far, it has altoge ther failed. Many 
valuable ¢ ‘ntributions to science have been elicites ed—p roressional ambi- 
tion has ‘on n stimulated, an espirit-de- “corps has teen successfully evoked 
and estab m ed. Thestrength of the profession has acqul ired additional 
power by the union of its members. This association has been to phy- 

sicians what the railroad and electric wires are to commerce, and the 
interchange of useful knowledge to States and nations. It has made us 
one, aud, as | Mies just remarked, in unity there is power. 

This association has stimulated thought. Chaotic and void would 
forever remain the masses of facts, accumulated by the observations 
of ages, but for the co-ordinating and logical power of reason. It sits 
in judgment on the silent phenomena, as a ‘“‘refiner of fire, and a 
purifier of silver.” 
the oracle, and speak forth words of wislom. The scalpel, the crucible, 
the mier scope, may be subsidiary to its purposes and ends, but they 
Cannot supply its place. Fixed and patient thou; cht in medicine, as in 
the other departments of science, is the Aladdin’s lamp that lights the 
footsteps of the discoverer. To stimulate attention and thou: wht, is to 
accelerate many a new discovery, to hasten the advent and es stablish- 
ment of im portant principles yet in the womb of the future. May not 
our Association do this more effectually than it has hitherto done? 


It forces the voiceless facts to mount the tripod of 
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Let all the contributions be read and attentively considered. Sucha 
course would certainly be more encouraging, as well as more respectful, 
to their authors. Let the reports be deliberately and fully discussed, 
and let them go forth to the world with the sanction or the criticisms of 
the Association. This would require time, it is true, but if we have time 
to meet at all, surely a few days would make but little difference. The 
good that would be effected would yield a ten-fold compensation for the 
time employed. SKvery one must admit that three or four days is too 
short a time for the Association rightly to fulfil its annual mission. 

I would, moreover, respectfully suggest that time be taken for the 
discussion of some of the leading topics of medical philosophy. Amongst 
these, may be mentioned the nature, causes and treatment of cholera, 
yellow fever, et cetera—Hygiene, and the laws of health affecting masses 
of meu—Quarantine—tle causes of mortality among children —thie chemi- 
eal aud vital doctrines of life. Questions like these, indicated a year in 
advance for discussion, would excite a carcfulness of Investigation, and 
a degree of attention and thought, which could not fail to clear away 
much of the darkness and doubt in which they are yet shrouded. Nothing 
so sharpens the intellectuai powers as public debate. It fixes attention, 
and straius to the utmost every faculty. I have no hesitation in saying 
that facts enough have been accumulated to establish great and general 

rinciples, of which the medical world is yet in ignorance or doubt. 
Nothing would contribute more to demonstrate these principles than the 
collision of matured intellects in public debate. What a mass of facts 
and argumeuts and demonstration would be brought to bear on any of 
the subjects alluded to, if some of the best minds in the profession were 
to debate them, after a year’s preparation! Observed facts are the crude 


materials of sclence—the intellect is the master builder of its august 


temple. 

I make these suggesiions for your consideration. A/‘l the scientific 
meetings in this country and in Europe, employ more time than ours 
has hitherto employed. Evidently we must protract our ses-ions, if we 
would render them as serviceable to science as they may be. No member 
of the Association will be required to remain longer than suits his wishes 
Some fifty or sixty, more or less, would always be 


or convenience. 
with 


found to listen with eagerness to scientific papers, and engage 
pleasure in scientific discussions. 

The time bas probably arrived for a change in our plan of organiza- 
tion, which will admit of the selection of a permanent place for the 
future meetings of the Association. There are evident advantages 
incident to both the migratory and stationary plans. These might, 
perhaps, be easily reconciled and secured. A proposition, if | mistake 
not, was made some years ago, by the Smithsonian Institution, and [ 
would respectfully suggest, whet her it would not be in accordance with 
the best interests of the Association, to hold biennial meetings in Wash- 
ingtou, and the alternate ones, as now, at different points of our common 


country. We might thus secure all aie advantages of a fixed abode, in 


the way of preserving the archives, making collections, etc, whilst ‘by 
meeting iu various localities, we could not fail to excite ‘that wide-spread 
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interest among the profession, and obtain such accessions of new mem- 
bers as would “greatly enhance the high and useful objects of our As- 
sociation. Should this proposal meet with your approbation, I would 
further intimate, that policy would perhaps require the mectings of the 
Association at the National Capital, to be held in the years of the short 
sessions of Congress. 

I shall say but little of the legislative duties of the Association. J 
shall say nothing of the propriety or impropriety of getting laws passed 
to regulate the practice of medicine, and furnish standards for candidates 
for the doctorate. Perhaps the Association can do but little in this re- 
spect. Ours isa popular g government, and the people are disposed to 
allow the largest freedom in everything pertaining to medicine, medical 
schools and physicians. Laws passed against quacke ry one year are re- 
voked the next. Our country is the ‘paradise of quacks. All good 
things have their attendant evils, and this unbridled liberty is one of 
the evils of a popular government. May we not hope, however, that 
even this evil may disappear, as general education and the cultivation of 
the masses advance’ At any rate, the people are not yet dispossd to put 
down the quacks, nor to require too high a degree of qualification for 
those of the regular profession. After all, laws can make only mediocre 
physicians. ‘They can require the candidates to know only so much—to 
be qualified to a certain degree ; and this degree will always be far lower 
than that to which the true lovers of knowledge would attain, without 
any legislation on the subject. The greater lights of the profession 
cannot be manufactured after any process of ‘legis lative enactment. 
Thirst of knowledge, self love, philanthropy, burni ing ambition—these 
make the great physician and surgeon. These have m: ide all the worthies 
of the past—not legisl: ation. Legislation cannot drive the drone to the 
proud heights of “professional eminence. When these heights are 
reached, it will be seen that the successful aspirant has been stimulated 
by a stronger power. 

To him the laurel blossoms of renown and the life-giving mission of 
his art, are dearer and more attractive than was the ne hough of the 
sibyl to the eager Adneas,. orthanthe golden-apples, geuarded by. slecp-—-— 
less dragons, to the He ‘sperian di: aughters. 

What ever course you may think proper to pursue, Tam sure that your 
objects will be, the advancement of science—the good of mi inkind—the 
honor and glory of the profession. We have the dignity and character 
of a noble calling to sustain—of a profession which has numbered, for 
two thousand years and more, some of the wisest and best men in all 
countries and all times. It is no trivial matter to sustain the rank and 
respectability of a vocation which can boast of a Hippocrates—a Harvey 
—a [iunter—of the most erudite and beneficent of sages and philan- 
thropists the world ever saw—of a profession which has furnished to 
every nation its clarum et venerabile nomen. 

On the eve of the battle of the pyramids, Napoleon exclaimed— 
Soldiers ! from the height of yon monuments, forty centuries look down oy 
upon you.” Gentlemen, from the heights of past ages, countless ; 
worthies of our God-like profession point and beckon to a goal more 
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elevated than that which attracts legislators and conquerors, Solons and 
Ceesars. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Biddle, the thanks of the Association were ten- 
dered to the President, Dr. Pope, for the able and eloquent address just 
delivered ; and that a copy of it be requested for publication. 

Dr. Hays stated that the Committee of Arrangements had agreed upon 
certain arrangements which would need the consent of the Association. 
He moved that the sessions of the Convention be held from 9 A.M. to 
3 P.M., with one hour recess each day, from12 M.to1 P.M. Agreed 
to. 

Dr. Hays then stated it was proposed by the Committee of Arrange- 
ments that the members of the Association should visit ths afternoon 
the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane; on Wednesday afternoon, 
Girard College and Fairmount; on Thursday afternoon, Philadelphia 
H{ospital, Blockley; on /’riday afternoon, the Asylum for the Blind ; 
aud that arrangements had been made for conveying the members to 
those institutions. 

Dr. Hays further stated that the Mayor of the City invited the As- 
sociation to a reception at Independence Hall, at noon on Wednesday ; 
and that invitations had been extended to the members to visit, at their 
convenience, the principal Public Institutions of the city, to all of which 
admission would be had on exhibiting their cards of membership. 

Dr. J. B. Biddle moved that a recess be taken to allow the nomina- 
tion of one from each State to serve as a committee to report nominations 
for permanent officers of the Association. Agreed to. The Associa- 
tion then took a recess, while the delegations assembled in various parts 
of the room. 

Upon the re-assembling of the Association, Dr. D. F. Condie moved 
that all permanent members who, through want of notification, had not 
paid the amount for which they were assessed, but who had subsequent- 
ly paid, be reinstated as perm: ‘nent members of the Association. 

Dr. Watson moved to amend the motion as follows 

-Resolved, That_no member of the Association shall | be deprived of 
hfe privilege as a permanent member by not contributing to pay theex=- 

yenses of an annual meeting at which he is not present. 

Dr. White, of Buffalo, moved that the whole subject be referred to a 
committee of three. Agreed to. 

The Chairman appointed Dr. White, of Buffalo, Dr. Watson, of New 
York, and Dr. Condie, of P hiladelphia. 

The names of the different States were then called, each one report- 
ing the nawe of its representative on the nominating committee as 
follows : 

Jommittee on Nominations. 
Maine.—A. J. Fuller. 
New Hampsaire —Silas Cummings. 
Vermont. —G. T. Elliott. 
Massachusetts. —C. P. Fiske. 
Rhode Island.—Jos. Mauran. 
Connecticut.—P. A. Jewett. 
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New York.—John McCall. 
Pennsylvania.—J. B. Biddle. 
New Jersey.—Lewis Condict. 
Delaware.—James W. Thompson. 
Maryland.—Charles MeGill. 
District of Columbia.—Thomas Miller 
Virginia.—K. B. Welford. 

South Carolina.—P. C. Gaillard. 
Georgia—Kichard D. Arnold. 
Alabama.—P. 1. Cabell. 
Tennessee. —J. Berrien Lindsley. 
Kentucky.—C. J. Blackburne. 
Ohio.—R. Hills. 

Indiana.—Joel Pennington. 
INinois.—J. V. Z. Blaney. 
Michigan.—A. B. Palmer. 
Missouri.—L. P. Perry. 
lowa.—J. F. Sandbourne. 
Wimoiide ok. B. Dousman. 
North Carolina.—QO. F. Manson. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart, of New York, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Nominating Committee be pnstenctod to present 
three names to the Association as candidates for the office of President, 
who shall be elected by ballot; and the candidate who shall have the 
smallest vote, shall be withdrawn after the first ballot. 

It was moved that the resolution be laid upon the table. Agreed to. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, it was Resolved, that the Nominating Com- 
mittee be instructed to recommend a place for holding the next annual 
meeting of the Association. 

Invitations to this effect were extended respectively by Dr. Pitcher, of 
Michigan, on behalf of the medical profession of Detroit ; by Dr. Foster, 
of Tennessee, on behalf of the profession of Nashville ; and Dr. Brainard, 
of Illinois, ‘on behalf of the profession of Chicago... These invitations 


~ Were, on siction, referred to the Committee on Nominations. 


Dr. F. A. Ramsay moved that so much of the President’s address as 
relates to the place of holding meetings of the Association, be referred 
to the Committee on Nomination. 

Dr. D. D. Thompson, of Kentucky, moved that the regular order of 
business be dispensed with, to take up the amendments to the Constitu- 
tion offered at the last annual meeting. 

Several members objected, and the motion was lost. 

The next business in order was the reception of ‘ members by invita- 
tion.” 

On motion of Dr. Condie, the names of all “ members by invitation ”’ 
were referred to the Committee of Arrangement. 

The President announced that the next business in order was. the 
Reports of the different Standing Committees, appointed at the last 
annual meeting. 

A report was received, through Dr. La Roche, from the Committee 

23 


2 oe 


Q op seme tee ee 
ce ETE AP te ; i Fetet 


o> 


- 

es 

; 

5 

Pa ' 
& 

aM 

* 

# 

: 

bj 

fe i 

t 

— 2: 

¥ ty 

ae 
= 


ers SE 
— a Bi _— 








en 


ee el eee te 


apr 


oar Sw ge 
ve 2S ee 


<> 1a 











i Sy ga oes 5 on 
oes 0 ee 
tte 


= 


<a a ae 


oa Qt a 


The essay was entitled “ Statistics of Placenta Preevia. 
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on Prizes. The report stated that the Committee had received six essays 
in competition for the Prize offered by the Association. But, although 
these essays evinced much ability and extensive learning, but one was 
decided to possess those qualities which deserved the award of the prize. 
” The name of 
the author was announced as Dr. James D. Trask, of White Plains, New 
York. {Applause ] 

On motion of Dr. Condie the report was accepted, and the Prize Essay 
was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Thomas Reyburn, Chairman of the Committee on Epidemics of 
Missouri, Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin, submitted a voluminous report, 
the abstract of which occupied a long time in reading. 

On motion, the report was referre d to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. W hite, from the committee to whom was referred the resolutions 
in regard tothe permanent members, submitted a report, recommending 
the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That upon no permanent member, who is not present at a 
meeting of the Association, shall be assessed the annual contribution ; 
but noone shall be entitled to receive a cOpy of the print d Transactions 
unless he pay into the treasury a sum not less than the annual assess- 
ment paid by the delegates and permanent members in attendance ; and 
that all the names of | permanent members that have been left off the 
published list, be reinserted therein in the next volume of 7ransactions. 

Resolved, That no assessment whatever shall be made against members 
by invitation, but that they also be entitled to a copy of the printed 
Transactions by paying the sum assessed upon delegates in attendance. 

Dr. Sanford B. Hunt , ¢f Buffalo, N. Y., from the Committee on the 
Hygrometrical State of the Atmosphere in various localities, and its in- 
fluence on health, submitted a report, pending the reading of which the 
hour of adjournment arrived, and the Association adjourned to meet to- 
morrow morning at nine o’clock. 


Srconp Day, May 2d. 

The Association assembledat:9-o’clock.. The minutes of the.meeting 
of the preceding day were read and approved. 

Dr. Condie moved that the Secretaries of this Association be requested 
to afford every facility possible to the reporters of the public press, to 
enable them to furnish full and accurate re ports of the transactions. 

Dr. Atlee, of Lancaster, asked and received permission to make a 
statement. At the meeting of the Association at Richmond, a resolution 
was passed, authorizing the appointment of a committee to procure a 
suitable stone for the Association to contribute tothe W ashington Monu- 
ment, at Washington City, D. C. The Committee had made an assess- 
ment of $1 upon each member to purchase the stone and pay for the 
sculpture. Dr. Pierson, of Salem, Mass., had recommended as a design 
for the sculpture, ‘ Hippocrates refusing the bribe offered by the King 
of Persia to visit the Court of that Prince, and give medical aid to the 
subjects of his Empire—when the great father of medicine said—* Tell 
your master that Iam rich enough; that honor will not allow me to 
‘succor the enemies of Greece.’ ”’ 
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The sculpture was executed by a young man named John Augustus 
Beck, only twenty-two years of age. Eminent artists speak very highly 
of the work, which gives great promise of future eminence. Mr. Beck 
has been encouraged to go to Italy for study. 

A resolution was offered, to the effect that no member should speak 
unless his name and residence were announced. Adopted. 

Dr. J. B. Biddle, the Chairman of the Committee on Nominations, 
reported the following unanimous nominations :— 

President—Gr0. Bb. Woop, M.D., of Pennsylvania. 

Vice Presidents—Wn. M. Bowina, of Alabama; DANteL TILpen, 
of Ohio; D. Wumpureys Storer, of Massachusetts ; GRArron TYLER, 
of the District of Columbia. 

Secretaries. —FRANCIS West, of Pennsylvania; R. C. Foster, of 
Tennessee. 





Treasurer. —CAspar WIsTER, of Pennsylvania. 

Committee on Publications.—FRANcIS G. Situ, of Pennsylvania. 
Chairman; Francis WEstT, of Pennsylvania; Samuer L. HoLurnas- 
wortH, of Pennsylvania ; HH. S. Askew, of Delaware; SAMUEL Lewis, 

of Pennsylvania. 

The committee also recommended, but not unanimously, Nashville. 
Tennessee, as the next place of holding the annua! meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Post, of New Y ork, it Was 

Resolved, That the question of the confirmation of the officers, and 
of the place of meeting, be taken separate ly. 

So much of the repo ort as related to the nomination of officers, was 
then, on motion of Dr. nogern, of Pennsylvani “ adopted. 

On motion, of Dr. White, of New York, it wa 

Resolved, That a ete: of five be snehiibed to inform th: 
President and Vice-Presidents elect, of the choice of the Association. 
and to conduct them to their respective seats. 

The chair appointed Drs. J. M. Smith, of New York ; Blackburne, of 
Kentucky; Homans, of Massachusetts ; ‘Rouse, of Illinois; and Frost, 
of South Carolina. The officers were then conducted to their seats by 
the committee. 

On taking the Chair, the President, Dr. Wood, expressed in a neat 
speech, his thanks to the Association for the honor conferred upon him. 

On motion of Dr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation were tendered to the retiring President, Dr. Charles A. Pope, for 
the able and efficient manner in which he had discharged his duties. 

Dr. Post, of New York, moved that the next place of meeting be the 
City of Washington. 

Dr. Watson, ‘of, New York, moved, as an amendment, to substitute 
the City of Detroit for W ashington. 

Dr. L. A. Smith, of New Jersey, moved, as a further amendment, the 
substitution of Nashville for Detroit. 

After some discussion, Detroit was selected as the place for the next 
meeting. 
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Dr. Foster, one of the newly elected Sceretaries, tendered his resigna- 
tion, which was, on motion, accepted. 

Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, was then chosen to fill the vacancy. 

The further consideration of the report of Dr. Sanford B. Hunt, of 
New York, upon the Hygrometrical State of the Atmosphere in various 
localities, was resumed. 

Dr. Hunt read an abstract of his report, which was very interesting, 
and was listened to with a great deal of attention. It abounded in facts 
and statistics, illustrating the influences of the changes in the atmos- 
phere, particularly with reference to epidemics, and deduced several laws 
as governing a certain class of epidemics. 

Qn motion, the report was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Frank HH. Hamilton, of Buffalo, N. Y.; then submitted a report 
upon the Frequency of Deformities in Fractures. The report was ac- 
companied with voluminous statistics. The main object of the report 
was the demonstration of the impossibility of the union of fractures 
without distortion. 

Dr. Hamilton said be had a word to say, but not in connection with 
the report. It was necessary to do something to arrest the frequency of 
the prosecutions for mal-practice. The frequency of these prosecutions 
no longer surprised the members of the profession. They had become 
familiar. What occasions this frequency ? Is it because there are 
jealous and designing men among the profession? There are a few, no 
doubt. But, upon the whole, no profession stands by itself as well as 
the medica! profession. Is it the fault of the lawyers? Lawyers occa- 
sionally might have something to do with encouraging the prosecutions ; 
but this would not account satisfactorily for the evil complainedof. The 
speaker thought the reason could be found in the imperfection of the 
art, and the reluctance of the profession to admit those imperfections. 
Members would assure the world, for instance, that a fractured femur 
could be united without shortening the limb—which was simply impos- 
sible. He trusted that the profession would be wiser in the future, and ac- 
knowledge that they could not perform impossibilities. Even that city 


- of- medical science, Philadelphia, had not produced a book whieh. could 


instruct physicians how to unite a fractured femur without shortening 
the limb. 

The report was referred to the Committee on Publications, and the 
Committee, at the request of Dr. Hamilton, continued. 

Dr. Charles Hooker, of New Haven, Conn., submitted a report upon 

‘‘ Diet for the Sick.” The report lays down laws for the government of 
diet under various diseases, and specifies particular articles which may 
be given with benefit. Referred to the Committee on Publications. 

On motion, a resolution was adopted, returning the thanks of the As- 
sociation to the retiring Vice Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurer. 

An invitation to visit the Central High School to-day, at noon, was 
accepted. 

A resolution was adopted, returning thanks to railroad companies that 
had given commutation tickets to members of the Medical Association. 
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On motion of Dr. Hintze, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of one from each State be appointed by 
the chair to use their influence with the railroad and steamboat compa- 
nies, in their respective States, to issue commutation tickets to the 
delegates to the American Medical Association, and their immediate 
families, who may design attending the meeting of the Association in 
May, 1856. 
The following were appointed the committee :— 
Maine.—FK. BR. Peaslee. 
New Hampshire.—Josiah Crosby. 
Vermont.—J. Perkins. : 
Massachusetts.—2J. Homans. 
Rhode Island.—Joseph Mauran. 
Connecticut.—P. A. Jewett, Chairman. 
New York.—James P. White. 
*ennsylvania.—Francis West. 
New Jersey. —Lyndon A. Smith. 
Delaware.—James W. Thompson. 
Maryland.—¥. EK. B. Hintze, See. 
District of Columbia.—Grafton Tyler. 
Virgin ia.—B. R. Wellford. 
North Carolina.—O. F. Manson. 
South Carolina.—R. F. Michel. 
Georgia.—Richard D. Arnold. 
Alabama.—William M. Boling. 
Tennessee.—J. B. Lindsley. 
Kentucky.—C. J. Blackburne. 
Ohio.—Daniel Tilden. 
Illinois.x—Rudolphus Rouse. 
Missourt.—Charles A. Pope. 
lowa.—J. EE. Sanborn. 
Wisconsin.—J. R. Bartlett. 
Michigan.—Zina Pitcher. 
On motion, the Association adjourned to Independence Hall. 





The Medical Association at Independence Hall.—About five minutes 
past twelve o’clock, the members of the Association entered Independence 
Hall. A number of ladies were already present, and the Hall was soon 
crowded to its utmost extent. [We have not space to publish the elo- 
quent speeches of Dr. Hays and Mayor Conrad. } 

AFTERNOON SEssion, 1 P. M. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, the thanks of the Association 
were tendered to the Mayor of Philadelphia for the very cordial manner 
in which he had received the American Medical Association at Inde- 
pendence Hall, and that a copy of his eloquent speech be published in 
connection with the proceedings of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, the rules of order were sus- 
pended for the purpose of allowing Dr. J. W. Thompson, of Delaware, 
to offer the following preamble and resolutions :— 
































- . oT ah i BES ieee a e wy =A PRE, ~ 51 Ln Re See Pe Lent eal 2. wai 
$ st ui , i rye - by . tae Abo Ht, bs eas = ert a ee FRAPS se tha A 
eP Seerer en tbe Ag cate a. SPF F SO SY 1 car aR . ee ee - 5 


‘ale Stas 


cea tan iN oectittcaie Mena 





ue = = i. oe pea a oe “ ‘ ‘ aa 
Se * ‘ 


+ SNe 


i See le ge + 


Sa Pier ie 


inner eoanaelie cate oes 





Bo irl ATES sh em mee 8 
a 


RRNA elagpie edvth 


ete ee eae 


ee Sener SY eee 


= tt EA. Ein prea paerintinan emesis NE ae tiene 


Ye 
ee 


4 
3 


358 American Medical Association. [June, 


Whereas, That as few subjects of greater interest and importance could 
be presented to the consideration of “the American Medical Association, 
now representing most of the States and Territories of the Union, than 
the attainment of a correct Medical Topography of each, with a history 
of its prevailing fevers and most successful treatment of the same, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That with this view and conviction, this Association appoint 
a Special C ommittee for each State and Territory represented, of : 
si whose duty it shall be to report upon its medical topography 
epidemic fevers and most successful treatment thereof, and that the same 
shall continue to hold their office for three years. 

Resolved, That as other States and Territories not now represesented, 
become so by delegates duly appointed to this National Association ; that 
similar committees shall be appointed for like purpose, and that they also 
shall hold their office for three years. 

Resolved, That in the appointment of gentlemen of education and 
experience in the affairs of their own State, we have the best guarantee 
that the important objects we seek will be more satisfactorily accom- 
plished, and the profession as well as the public interest will thereby be 
better served. 

Resolved, That the committees heretofore appointed by this Associa- 
tion, at its session in Charleston, for a similar object, be, and the same 
are hereby discharged. 

On motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, the foregoing preamble and 
resolutions were ordered to lie on the table and made the special order 
for to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 

The Committee on Publication submitted their report. The seventh 
volume of ag proceedings of the Association was issued dat November, 
1000 copies being published, at an expense of $1806 42; 781 copies 
have been sold or furnished to members of the elnioh: oo were 
given to editors of medical journals, and 184 remain on hand. 

In view of the delay in publication which is liable to be occasioned 
by the reference to the Committee on Publication, of reports and other 
papers of which abstracts alone are presented to the Association, the 
committee recommended for adoption the following resolutic n: 

Resolved, That hereafter, beginning with the session for 1856, no 
report or other pa ‘per shall be entitled to publication in the volume for 
the year in which it shall be presented to the Association, unless it be 
placed in the hands of the Committee on Publication on or before the 
first of June. 

Dr. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association are eminently due to 
the Committee of Publication for the faithful and highly satisfactory 
manner in which their arduous and responsible duties have been dis- 
charged. 

The Treasurer submitted his annual report : 
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Balance in the Treasury at last a count, . , $295 99 
Assessment and Sales of Transac tions, ; , 21422 3] } 
Prize Fund, . : 200 O09 
Total, . ; , ° ‘ . 0216 304 
Balance in Jreasurer’s hands at present, . . $1115 26 
A resolution was adopted, appropriating the sum of $1000 to pay for 


the stone for the Was hington Monument. 

Dr. Duhamel, of Was shington City, offere d a preamble and resolutions 
returning the thanks of the Association to those Senators and Represen- 
tatives who took an interest in procuring the passag re of the Quarantine 
bill, the object of which is the better prevention of the introduction of 
diseases into the country. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

The Secretary read a paper from Dr. Wm. II. Byford, of Evan 
Indiana, upon Scrofula. This paper gives an account of the nature of 
the disease, its varieties, causes, effects, and treatment. Referred to th 
Committee on Publications. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, [ll., read a paper upon “‘ The Nutritive 
Qualities of Milk, and the Influence produced thereon by Pregnancy and 
Menstruation, in the Human Female, and by Pregnancy in the (s OW ; 
and also on the question whether there is not some mode by which the 
nutritive constituents of milk can be preserved in their purity and sweet- 
ness, and furnished to the inhabitants of cities in such quantities as to 
supersede the present defective and often unwholesome modes of supply.”’ 
In this report, the various methods of preserving aa ilk are all investigated 
and explained, and the preference given to that discovered by a ge cutle- 
man of Rochester, New York. By this method, milk had been preserv ed 
for twelve months, with all its nutritive qualities. The solidified milk, 
prepared by that gentleman, was decided to be the article that had long 
been a desideratum. Referred to the Committee on Publications. The 
committee was continued. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, on motion, the Association 
adjourned. 

Tuurspay, May 3, 1855. 


The Association assembled at 9 A. M., the President, Dr. Wood, of 
Pennsylvania, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting 

The President stated that it had been usual to refer the appointmen 
of the various standing committees to the Committee on cataaiiane. 
Whereupon, on motion of Dr. Watson, of New York, it was 

Resolved, That these appointments be referred to that Committee. 

Dr. Hays, of Penns ylvania, presented an invitation from Dr. Duca 
chet, Rector of St. Ste »phe n’s Church, to visit that church and view the 
“ Burd Monuments” therein. 

The invitation was accepted, and 12 ™ to- day appointed as the time 
for the visit, and the thanks of the Association directed to be tendered 
to Dr. Ducachet. 


e 7 = 7 
were read and approved. 
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Dr. Hays also presented an invitation from the Principal and Mana- 
gers of the Training School for Idiotic and Feeble-minded Children, to 
visit that Institution on Friday afternoon next. Invitation accepted, 
and the thanks of the Association directed to be returned for the invi- 
tation. 

A letter was read from Dr. E. B. Haskins, of Clarkesville, Tennes- 
see, the Chairman of the Committee on Microscopical Investigations of 
Malignant Tumors, stating that he had not the means of carrying out 
the object of the Committee, and asking to be discharged, which was 
agreed to. 

A communication was read from Dr. Reyburn, of Mississippi, sug- 
gesting that the District, composed of Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and Iowa be divided, and also offering his resignation as Chairman of 
the Committee appointed to report upon the epidemic of those States, 
and on motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, it was 

Resolved, That so much of said communication as refers to the divi- 
sion of districts be referred to the Committee on Nominations, and that 
the resignation of Dr. Reyburn be accepted. 

The Committee on plans of Organization for State and county societies, 
Dr. A. B. Palmer, of Michigan, chairman, was called, when the chairman 
stated that the Committee was not prepared to report. 

Committee on Medical Literature, Dr. R. J. Breckenridge, of Ken- 
tucky, Chairman, was called, when a letter was read from the chairman, 
stating his excuses for not having his report prepared, and, after consi- 
derable discussion, the committee was continued. 

Committee on Medical Education, Dr. Wm. H. Anderson, of Alaba- 
ma, Chairman, was called on, when a letter was read from the chairman, 
stating his reasons for not having his report ready, and asking to be 
continued. 

After some discussion upon the general question of the propriety of 
continuing committees who failed to present their reports in time, on 
motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, it was 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the subject be post- 
poned in order to receive the report of the Committee on Nominations. 

Dr. J. B. Biddle, Chairman of this Committee, made the following 
report :— 

The Committee on Nominations, to which was referred the resolu- 
tions in reference to the appointment of a Committee on Medical Topo- 
graphy and Epidemics, report the resolutions, with a recommendation 
that they be adopted. 

They recommend the following gentlemen to compose the committee 
of one from each State and Territory, to be appointed in accordance 
with the resolutions, viz :— 

Maine—J. C. Weston, of Bangor. 

New Hampshire—Edmund R. Peaslee, Dartmouth College. 
Vermont—Joseph Perkins, of Castleton. 

Rhode Island —Joseph Mauran, Providence. 
Connecticut—Charles Hooker, New Haven. 
Massachusetts—George C. Shattuck, Boston. 
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New York—Joseph M. Smith, New York. 
New . smith, Newark. 
Pennsylvania—Jacob A. Gemmil, Huntingdon County. 
Delaware—James W. Thompson, Wilmington. 
Maryland—Veregrine Wroth, Chestertown. 
Georgia--John F. Posey, Savannah. 

Virginia—P. F. Peebles, Petersburg. 
District of Columbia—Thomas Miller, Washington. 
South Carolina—D. J. Cain, Charleston. 

North Carolina—O. F. Manson, ———— 
Kentucky—Wm. L. Sutton, Geo rgetow n. 
Tennessee—E. B. Haskins, Clarkeville. 
Loutsiana—KE. D. Fenner, New Orleans. 
Minnesota—J. H. Murphy, St. Anthony’s Falls. 
Ohio—G. Mendenhall, Cincinnati. 
Mississippi—T. J. Grafton, Rodney. 

Missouri—S. B. Alleyne. 

Michigan—J. H. Be ech, Cold Water. 
Alabama—S. W.Chanton, Warsaw. 
Iilinois—John Evans, Chicago. 
Indiana—Vierling Ke Tsey, Milton, Wayne County. 
Wise onsin—Alfred L. ¢ ‘astleton, Delafic I i 
lowa—E. A. Arnold, Dav enport. 

U. S. Navy—Thomas Dillard, Philadeiphia. 

fe) te Decco A. I ‘inley. 

The committee report that, in their opinion, it is ine xpedient to make 
any change in the Cons stitution in regard to the time and place of meet- 
ing of the Association. 

‘A number of Special Committees were appointed, and the following 








STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Committee on Arrangements—Dr. Zina Pitcher, of Detroit; Dr. 
Moses Gunn, do.; Dr. A. S. Leland, Dr. Moses Stewart, Dr. Peter 
Klein, Dr. J. A. Brown. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Dr. A. B. Palmer, of Michigan; Dr. 
Samuel Denton, Dr. A. R. Terry, Dr. Adam Sager, Dr. 8. H. ‘Douglass, 
Dr. Corydon La Ford, Dr. E. Andrews. 

Committee on Medical Literature—Dr. P.C. Gaillard, of South Caro- 
lina; Dr. N. P. Monroe, of Maine; Dr. James Couper, of Delaware ; 
Dr. R. Hills, of Ohio; Dr. A. Coffin, of South Carolina. 

Committe e on Medical Education—Dr. J. Berrien Lindsley, of Ten- 
nessee; Dr. J. B. lint, of Kentucky; Dr. P. H. Cabell, of Alaba- 

: Dr. George Hayward, of Massachusetts ; Dr. E. B. Smith, of Mis- 
souri. 

On motion, the napert of the committee was adopted. 

The subject of the report of the Committee on Medical Educ: ition 
was taken up, and after considerable discussion Dr. Lindsley, the chair- 
man of the newly-appointed committee on the subject, asked leave to 
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resign, and that Dr. Anderson, of Alabama, chairman of the former 
committee, be appointed in his place. 

Dr. Lindsley’s resignation was accepted,and Dr. Anderson appointed 
in his place. 

A letter from Dr. W. Hooker, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Epidemics of New England and New York, was read, in which he points 
out the defects of the present organizi ition of the Committee on Epi- 
demics, and asking to be discharged from further consideration of the 
subject. 

Or motion of Dr. Hays, the letter was referred to the Committee on 
Nominations. 

Dr. F. H. Hamilton, of New York, asked and obtained leave to 

make some remarks on fracture of the clavicle, supplementary to his 
report made yesterday. 

The special order of the day, the resolutions in reference to the 
appointment of Committees on Medical Topography, offered by Dr. 
Thompson, of Delaware, was taken up. 

After some remarks by Dr. Thompson, advocating their adoption, 
Dr. Askew, of Delaware, offered the following additional resolution, 
which was accepted by Dr. Thompson :— 

Resolved, That all reports on the Medical Topography and prevail- 
ing diseases of the States, shall, to entitle them to be received by this 
Association and published in the Proceedings, be first approved by the 
medical societies of the State or Territory where such Societies exist, 
and to which State or Territory such report refers. 

The preamble and resolutions were then adopted. 

Dr. J. G. Orton, of Binghamton, New York, read a series of resolu- 
tions which he had prepared in reference to the same subject. They 
were as follows :— 

Resolved, That each County Medical Society (or, in parts of the 
country where such societies have not been established, any duly orga- 
nised medical association), be invited to amend their constitutions by 
attaching thereto the following article: It shall be the duty of each 
member of this Society to keep a faithful record of the diseases which 
may fall under his observation during each month, according to the 
classification adopted by this Convention in May, 1847, stating the age, 


sex, occupation and nativity of the patients, the average duration of 


the disease, and, finally their recovery or death, and to report the same 


in writing to the Secretary. on or before the first day of February of 
s y; 


each year, who shall transmit a digest thereof to the State Medical So- 
ciety, and also to the appropriate committee appointed by the American 
Medical Association for its reception.” 

Resolved,—That each incorporated Hospital, Infirmary,and Asylum, 
be invited to furnish a copy of their annual reports for the use of the 
committees of their respective States. 

Resolved, “That the State Committee appointed by this Association to 
report upon the prevailing diseases of their respective localities, shall 
receive and arrange a digest of the reports transmitted by them to the 
Secretaries of the various county societies, and report the same at the 
annual meeting of this Association. 
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Resolved, That the first day of Fameaty be the time fixed at which 
the object of these resolutions shall be carried into effect, and that the 
several county societies and associations be requested to amend their 
constitutions as heretofore recommended, at as early a date as practica- 
ble, and to report to the State Committee their willingness or unwilling- 
ness to acquiesce in the request of this Association. 

On motion, the resolutions in reference to this subject were referred 
to the Committee on Nominations. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, the Chief Justice of 
the Stace, the Hon. Ellis Lewis, who was present, was invited to take a 
seat on the platform. 

The President stated that Dr. D. J. Cain, appointed to report on the 
epidemics of South Carolina, Florida, Georgia and Alabama, was con- 
fined at home by sickness. 

The Committee on the Epidemics of Tennessee and Kentucky, not 
being ready to report, was continued. 

A letter was read from Dr. Fenne r, appointed to report on the epi- 
demics of Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas, stating that his 
report was in progress. 

On motion, the committee was continued. 

Dr. D. Francis Condie, to whom was referred the subject of tubercu- 
lar disease, stated that he had been engaged for a period of nearly three 
years In examining and arranging a report on this subject. The report 
will occupy at least five hundred pages, and one reason which has caused 
it to swell to so great an extent, is, that he found it necessary to con- 
tradict a large number of statements and reports on the subject. He 
hoped that the Association would excuse him in not being quite ready 
with his report. He had prepared a digest of its contents, which in 
fact is merely an index to the whole, and would not of itself repay for 
the time used in reading it. He expressed a desire that the Association 
would excuse him. 

Dr. Altee moved that Dr. Condie do just as he please, with his paper, 
without any obligation he may consider himself under to the Associa- 
tion. The motion was agreed to. 

The Committee on Dysentery, Dr. Henry Taylor, of Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan, chairman, presented, through Dr. Beech, an abstract of the 
report which was read, and, on motion. the report was referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 

The Committee on Hydrophobia and the Connection of the Season of 
the Year with its Prevalence, Dr. T. W. Blatchford, of New York, 
chairman, presented a partial report, which was read, and, on motion of 
Dr. Smith of New York, the committee was continued. 

The hour for recess having arrived, Dr. Hays, on behalf of the ae 
mittee of Arrangement, begged to state that St. Stephen’s Church, 
which were the beautifal monuments by Steinhauser to the Burd family, 
was open for the inspection of the members of the Association, as were 
also the Galleries of the Academy of Fine Arts, the Museum of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences, and the Museums of the different Medical 
Colleges, and invited the members to visit them. He also reminded 
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the members that this was the time appointed to visit the High School, 
and such as desired to do so could visit that useful Institution. 
May 3—1 P. M. 

Association reassembled, the President, Dr. Wood, in the Chair. 

Dr. R. D. Mussey, of Ohio, the Committee to examine into, and 
report upon, the effects of Alcoholic Liquors upon the system in health 
and disease, read his report, which was, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Thomas, of Maryland, the resolution referring the 
report on Medical Literature to the Committee of Publication was re- 
considered, when, on motion of Dr. Gibson, of Virginia, the further 
oonsideration of this subject was postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion of Dr. Jewett, of Connecticut, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of one from each State be appointed to 
report upon a uniform system of marriages, births and deaths, which 
resolution was referred to the Committee of Nominations, to report the 
names of the Committee. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, Dr. Hays, on behalf of the 
Committee of Arrangements, stated that omnibuses would be in waiting 
at 43 P. M., to convey the members and the ladies of their party to the 
Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley. 

The Association then adjourned. 

Fripay, May 4, 1855. 

The Association met this day at 9 A. M., the President, Dr. Wood, 
of Philadelphia, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Atlee offered a resolution that Dr. Breckenridge’s report on 
Medical Literature be referred to a special committee, to be read, and 
if approved by said committee, then that it be referred to the Comwit- 
tee on Publication. The motion was lost. 

A motion was then made and adopted, that the Committee on Medi- 
cal Literature be continued to report at the next meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. Hayward, of Boston, offered the following, which was adopted 
unanimously :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be presented to his 
Honor the Mayor, and the other officers of the city government, and 
the citizens and physicians of the city of Philadelphia, for their kind 
and continued attentions, and munificent hospitality to the members of 
this Association during its present session. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, presented and read a report, on be- 
half of the committee appointed at the last annual meeting of the As- 
sociation, and to which was referred the essay of Dr. Phelps, of New 
York, on “ Religion as an Element in Medicine, or the Duties and Ob- 
ligations of the Profession,’? and also the communication of Dr. R. §. 
Bailey of South Carolina, on the same subject, with instructions to con- 
sider and report on the expediency of publishing the same. The re- 
port was accompanied by the following resolution :— 
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Resolved, That it is inexpedient to publish in our 7ransactions the 
Essay of Dr. Phelps. 

The committee state that, having expressed their sentiments on the 
subject, they beg to be discharged from the further consideration of Dr. 
Bailey’s paper. 

After a brief discussion, the previous question was demanded and 
sustained, and the report was accepted, the accompanying resolution 
adopted, and the request to be discharged granted. 

A printed paper on Cholera, by Dr. Knapp, of Cincinnati, was pre- 
sented, but as it had been already published, it was not deemed expe- 
dient to occupy the time of the Association by having it read. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, stated that the Academy of Tine 
Arts had offered to take charge of the stone for the Washington Monu- 
ment, and offered a resolution that a vote of thanks be tendered to the 
Managers of the Academy of Fine Arts, for their liberal offer to take 
charge of the stone for the Washington monument, until its delivery at 
Washington, which was adopted. 

Dr. Charles Hooker, of Connecticut, offered the following amendment 
to the Constitution, which, under the rules, lay over until the next an- 
nual meeting of the Association. 

‘ Any permanent member who shall not pay for the published Trans- 
actions for three successive years, shall be considered as withdrawn.” 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, [linois, submitted the following pream- 
ble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, The present mode of conducting the annual meetings of 
the Association affords but little opportunity for the discussion of truly 
scientific questions and papers, and 

Whereas, This has been regarded as a serious defect in the operaticn 
of our organization, impairing its scientific character, therefore 

Resolved, That the daily sessions of the Association, during each an- 
nual meeting, be divided into two parts—the first to terminate at an 
hour not later than 124 o’clock P. M., each day, and to be devoted as 
heretofore, to the general business of the Association—the second, con- 
sisting of all the time which it is deemed advisable to remain in session 
each day, after 124 o’clock, P. M., to take the character of a scientific 
session, and to be devoted exclusively to the discussion of questions re- 
lating to the science and art of medicine. 

Resolved, That the Association, in its capacity of a scientific session, 
having no power to act on any subject except of a scientific character, 
may continue in session, whenever thought advisable, a longer period 
than in its more general capacity. 

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be referred to 
the Committee of Arrangements, with instructions to report on the 
same at the commencement of the next annual session. 

Dr. C. G. Comegys, of Ohio, offered the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, which were, on motion, referred to the Committee on Nomina- 
tions. 

Whereas, The American Medical Association, though devoting itself 
ardently to the interest of medical science, is unable to accomplish all 
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its aims for the promotion of the usefulness of the profession in society 
without the aid of legislation, therefore 

Resolved, That the members of the medical profession throughout the 
Union be urgently requested to take immediate and concerted action for 
petitioning their several legislative bodies to establish offices for the col- 
lection of vital statistics. 

Resolved, That for the purpose of securing an ample number of peti- 
tioners for this object, this Association suggests tbat every member of 
the profession shall endeavor to secure the names of his personal 
friends. 

Resolved, Thata copy of the above resolutions be transmitted at once 
to the several State societies. 

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of Washington, D. C., offered the following, 
which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report to the 
Association, at its next annual meeting, what measures should be 
adopted to remedy the evils existing in the present methods of holding 
coronor’s inquests, by incompetent persons, by which the lives and li- 
berties of the innocent may be jeopardized, and the ends of justice frus- 
strated. 

The President appointed Dr. A. J. Semmes, of Washington; Grafton 
Tyler, D. C.; and Dr. D. F. Condie, of Pennsylvania, that committee. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart, of New York city, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American Medical Association be, 
and they are hereby tendered to the Committee of Arrangements for 
the liberal and cordial reception extended to its members during the 
present session. 

Resolved, That a similar acknowledgment is eminently due, and also 
unanimously extended, to the officers, trustees, and managers of the se- 
veral public and private institutions of the city and vicinity, which have 
been thrown open to the inspection of the members of the Association, 
the visitation of which has been a source of mingled satisfaction, and 
the management of which manifests the faithful and zealous care of 
those to whose guardianship they have been entrusted. 

Dr. Biddle, Chairman of the Committee on Nominations, to whom 
was referred the resolution of Dr. Jewett, ‘‘ thata committee of one from 
each State be appointed by this Association to report upon a uniform 
system of Registration of Marriages, Births, and Deaths,” made a report, 
recommending the adoption of the resolution, and present the following 
list of names to constitute said committee : — 

Drs. R. W. Wilson, of Hartford, Conn., Chairman; G. 8. Palmer, of 
Gardiner, Me.; Silas Cumming, Fitz-William, N. H.; G. T. Elliot, 
Woodstock, Vt.; Edward Jarvis, Dorchester, Mass. ; Joseph Mauran, 
Providence, R. L.; Jno. H. Griscom, New York, N. Y.; Henry Car- 
penter, Lancaster, Pa.; O. H. Taylor, Camden, N. J.; Lewis P. Bush, 
Wilmington Del.; A.Snowden Piggott, Baltimore, Md.; David H. Tuck- 
er, Richmond, Va.; Pitman, Tarboro, N.C.; Harry Lindsley, Wash- 





ington, D. C.; Jno. D. Dawson, Charleston, 8. C.; R. D. Arnold, Sa- 
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vannah, Ga.; A. Lopez, Mobile, Alabama; J. Jones, new Orleans, La. ; 
R. C. Foster, Nashville, Tenn.; C. J. Blackburne, Covington, Ky.; Jno. 
Dawson, Columbus, Ohio; Edmund Murphy, Ne W tH. armony, Indiana; 
A. D. Stebbins, Detroit, Mich.; J. B. Z. Blaney, C hicago, lll. - (;e0. 
D. Wilbur, Mineral Point, Wis.; Wm. M. McP heeters. St. Louis, Mo. ; 
J. D. Elbert, Keosaqua, Iowa; Jno. HW. Murphy, Falls of St. Anthony, 
Minnesota. 

Mississippi and Arkansas were left blank. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 

Resol ved, That to secure efficient teaching in mi sui schools, where 
the prime objec ‘t is to enforce practical prec pts, a large degree of union 
and harmony must exist among the teachers, and confidence be reposed 
in them by their pupils. 

Resolved, That any such unnatural union as the mingling of an ex- 
clusivesystem, such as home pathy, with scientific medicine, ‘ss a school, 
setting aside all questions of its untruthfulness, caunot fail, by the 
destruction of union and confidence and the production of confusion 
and dis 1 ler, unsettling and distrac ting the mind of the learners, to so 
far impair the use fulness of teacl ing as to render every school adopting 
such a policy unworthy the supp rt of the profession. 

Dr. Foster, of Tennessee, offered the following resolution, which, on 
motion, was laid on the table: 

feesolved, thal the State Me lical S clieties be ri queste 1 to hold their 
annual mectings just one month before the mecting of the American 
Medical pe. A dy 

Dr. Clendennin, of Cincinnati, Ohio, offered the following :— 

Resolved, That no State or local society shall hereafter be entitled to 
representatl m in this Association that has not adopted its code of ethics. 

Resolved, That no State or local society that has intentionally violated 
or disregarded any article or clause in the code of ethics, shall longer 
be entitled to representation in this body. 

This brought up before the Association the case of the Ohio State 
Medical Society, which, at its late annual meeting, on motion of Dr. 
Grant, “ Pesolved, That itis not derogatory to medical dignity, or in- 
consistent with medical honor, for medical gentlemen to take out a patent 
right for surgical or medical i instruments. "That resolution is in direct 
oppos ition to $4 of Art. I]. Chap. IL. of the Code of Ethics, which says : 

‘Equally derogatory to professional character is it, fora physician to 
hold a patent for any surgical instrument,’’ Kc. 

A member from Ohio, Dr. Hills, de fended the State Medical Socie ty. 
deprecating any action upon the subject. He said that the obnoxious 
resolution had ‘been carried by a very small majority ; that the Society, 
as a body, accepted in full the Code of Ethics of the Medical Association, 
and could on/y have meant by its resolution an erroneous interpretation 
of the code, and not an opposition to its requirements. 


Dr. Lemoine, of St. Louis, stated that a resolution on this subject had 
been made at St. Louis. 
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Dr. Lajus detailed, that at the St. Louis meeting, “ Dr. J. E. Nagle, of 
Kenton, Ohio, proposed that the words, ‘ for any surgical Instrumeut,’ 
in Chap. II., Art. I., § 4, of the Code of Ethics beerased. The propo- 
sition was not adopte 4. ” (Vide Transactions.) Dr. Lajus remarked, 
that the sense of the Association on this subject had been thus fairly 
and fully obtained, and that too by a member from Ohio ; that the State 
Medical Society, by its resolution, had therefore, not only violated the 
code of ethics, but had also acted in opposition to the special action of 
the Association at its meeting in St. Louis, in confirmation of a section 
of that code. 

Dr. Cock, of New York, made some eloquent remarks on the value 
of the code of ethics, and the importance of the Association upholding 
it as its safeguard, allowing no dereliction of its laws to pass unnoticed. 

Several members advocated the removal af once from the erring 
Society of the right of representation. 

Dr. Milt nberger, of Maryland, offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, to be appended to the resolutions of Dr. Clendennin :-— 

Whereas, It has been brought to the notice of the American Medical 
Association that the State Medical Society of Ohio violated, at their last 
meeting, one of the articles of its Code of Ethics. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Association be directed to inform 
the officers of that Society, that unless such action be rescinded, they 
cannot hereafter be represented in this Association. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, of Penusylvania, offered an amendment to the fore- 
going preamble, the addition thereto of the particular obnoxious action 
alluded to, viz: the adoption: of a resolution, ‘‘ That it is not derogatory 
to medical dignity, or inconsistent with medical honor, for medical gen- 
tlemen to take out a patent right for surgical or medical instruments.’ 

The amendment was accepted by Dr. Miltenberge r,and the resolutions 
of Dr. Clendennin, with the preamble and resolutions of Dr. Miltenberger, 
and as amended by Dr. Atlee, were adopted. ‘The resolutions as adopted 
are as follows :— 

Resolved, That no State or local society shall be hereafter entitled to 
a representation in this Association, that has not adopted the code of 
ethics. 

Resolved, That no State or local society that has violated or discarded 
any article or clause in the Code of Ethics, shall longer be entitled to a 
representation in this body. 

Whereas, It has been brought to the notice of the American Medical 
Association that the State Medical Society of Ohio violated, at their 
last annual meeting, one of the articles of its Code of Ethics by adopting 
a resolution, “ That itis not derogatory to medical dignity or incon- 
sistent with medical honor for medical gentlemen to take out a patent 
right for surgical or medical instruments,” therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Association be directed to in- 
form the officers of that society, that, unless such action be rescinded, 
they cannot hereafter be represented in this Association. 

Dr. A. Stillé, of Pennsylvania, offered the following resolutions, which 


were adopted :— 
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Resolved, That a special committee of five be appointed to report at 
the next meeting of the Association upon the following question :— 

Might not the present system of repeating the same lectures to the 
same classes during two successive terms be usefully modified by extend- 
ing the lectures of “each chair over two sessions, so as to embrace a syste- 
matic and complete discussion of each of the follow ing subjects :— 

1. Special, Regional, and General Anatomy, including illustrative re- 
ferences to Morbid Anatomy. 

2. Inorganic, Organic, and Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Toxico. 
logy. 

3. General and Human Physiology, Hygiene, and Medical Jurispru- 
dence. 

4. Medical Botany, Materia Medica, Therapeutics. 

®. General Pathology, Morbid Anatomy (systematic), Practice of 
Medicine. 

6. General Surgical Pathology, or Institutes of Surgery, Mechanical 
Operative and Medicinal Surgery. 

7. Obstetrics, Diseases of Women, Diseases of Children. 

8. Hospital Clinical Medicine and Surgery. 

Resolved, That the committee, at an early day, address the several 
medical colleges in regard to the proposed plan of instruction, request- 
ing from them an official expression of opinion upon its merits and fea- 
sibility. 

On motion of Dr. Pitcher, it was 

Resolved, That the committee under the above resolution be ap- 
pointed by the President, and that he be allowed to do this after the 
final adjournment of the Association. 

The President appointed the following committee under the preceding 
resolutions :— 

Dr. Alfred Stillé, of Philadelphia, chairman; Professor Samuel 
Jackson, of Philadelphia; Dr. John Bell, of Philadelphia; Dr. John 
Watson, of New York; and Dr. J. L. Cabell, of Charlottesville, Vir- 
ginia. 

Dr. Levi D. Scheets, of Ohio, offered the following alterations to the 
Constitution, w his h, under the rule, lay over until the next meeting :— 

Whereas, It has been found necessary to devise some means of eleva- 
ting the standard of education, both ‘profi ssional and general, among 
medical men, by those who are best acquainted with the sad and lament. 
able deficiency which prevails in this respect among a large mass of the 
profession, and particularly in the Western States. And, 

Whereas, Efforts to this effect at home, have been opposed on the 
ground that more was exacted by such as took an sates part in the 
matter, than is required by the “ American Medical Association.” 
And, 

W hereas, It is believed that the national Society can exert a bene- 
ficial influence over the whole country. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the Associ ation be so amended as 
to require all delegates, before being apie a seat in said Association, 
to satisfy the proper sathorities that the societies which they represent. 
24 
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require graduation as the sine gua non to membership therein, and 
that no person can become a permanent member, a member by invi- 
tation, or can be received as a delegate from any other body, unless 
he be a graduate of some respectable medical se ‘hol. 

Resolved, That the editors of the various medical journals of the 
United States be requested to publish the foregoing, so that an interest 
may be awakened on this subject, and that societies may be prepared 
to aay with the above requisitions in case they meet the approval of 
this Association. 

Dr. Corson, of New York, asked and obtained leave to read a brief 
abstract of « paper “On the Influence of Lead on the Heart’s Action, 
and the Importance of the Study of the ¢ ‘ardiac Impulse in Disease, 
generally founded on a Series of Observations.’ 

On motion, it was referred to a special committee of three, with in- 
structions, if they approve of it, to transmit it to the Committee of Pub- 
lication for insertion in the Transactions. 

Drs. Charles D. Davis, Isaac Wood, and F. Campbell Stewart were 
appointed the committee. 

Dr. Thomas, of paitimore , read a paper on a simple and easy m ‘ts od 
of applying nitr: ite of silver to the air-passages, contrived and employed 
by the author’s brother, Dr. John Chew Thomas, about six years since. 
It consists in ap plying a stick of caustic lightly to a fine erindstone or 
emory wheel made to revolve with great velocity. The caustic is thus 
thrown off in an impalpable powder, which may be inhaled by the patient 
sitting before the stone. 

On motion of Dr. Emerson, the paper was referred to a committee of 
three, with instructions, if they deem it worthy of insertion in the 
Transactions, to transmit it to the Committee of Publication. 

Drs. Emerson, of Philadelphia, Miltenberger, of Maryland, and R. 
P. Thomas, of Philadelphia were appointed the committee. 

Dr. Atlee offered the following resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the subject of the contagiousness or non-contagious- 
ness of cholera be especially recommended to the attention of the State 
Committee on Epidemics, State Topography, Xc. 

The proposition offered at the last annual meeting by Dr. S. D. 
Gross, of Kentucky, to amend that part of the Constitution which re- 

lates to the election of officers, so that the election shall take place im- 
mediately before the adjournment of each meeting, instead of imme- 
diately after its commencement, was called up, and, on motion, inde- 
finitely postponed. 

The proposition offered at the last annual meeting by Dr. F. A. Ram- 
say, of Tennessee, that the constitution be so amended as to dispense 
with the Nominating Committee, and the duties of such committee, 
was, on motion, rejected. 

Dr. N. B. Ives, of Connecticut, proposed the following amendment 
to the Constitution, to be appended to the end of the second article :— 

‘The Association shall, at all times, have power to punish any of 
its members by reprimands, suspension, or expulsion, upon a tliree- 
fourths vote of the members present at any meeting, at which not less 
than one hundred are in attendance.” 

















———— 
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Dr. Dorset, of Virginia, offered the following amendments to the 
Constitution :— 

Resolved, That with a view of adding dignity and influence to our 
body, and conveying a more adequate idea of its national representa- 
tive character, the title ‘‘ National Medical Congress” be substituted for 
that of “ Americ an Medical Association,” and that we hold our sessions 
at least once in three years in W ashington, Dc, 

Dr. A. M. Pollock offered the following resolution :-— 

Resolved, That no organization or institution, entitled to representa- 
tion in this Association, shall be considered in good standing which has 
not adopted its code of ‘othiioa. 

Dr. Lem ine, of Missouri, called up the amendment to the Constitu- 
tion offered last year by Dr. Byford, to change the name of the “ Com- 
mittee on Hpidemics’’ to ** Committees on Prevailing Diseases.” 

On motion, the proposed amendment was rejected. 

Dr. Hays stated that the Mayor of the city, at the suggestion of 
some citizens who were anxious that the account of the reception at In- 
dependence Hall should be preserved in a more durable form and better 
fitted for distribution than in a newspaper report, had determined to 
publish it in a neat pamphlet, which would be ready for distribution to 
members of the Association to-morrow morning. Whereupon it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be transmitted to the 
Mayor for this courtesy. 

There being no further business, the Association, on motion, ad- 
journed sine die. 


THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 
PHILADELPHIA, JUNE, 1856. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Our readers will find an account of the proceedings of the last session 
of the American Medical Association in the present number. It will 
be seen that we have omitted the names of all the special committees 
from whom no reports were received, as well as the names of those ap- 
pointed to report at the next session. We have also been unable to 
give the eloquent address of Mayor Conrad at Independence Hall. We 
regret the latter circumstance the less, however, as, besides a resolution 
passed by the Association to publish the address in the next volume of 
the Transactions, it has been very largely distributed to the profession 
in pamphlet form, by means of the Committee of Arrangements. With 
these exceptions, we believe that our account of the proceedings will 
be found to be a very full and accurate one. 
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Unanimity and good feeling prevailed throughout the session.— 
Not a single contre-temps occurred to mar the general harmony 
of the proceedings—all things went smoothly as a marriage bell 
The only subject to be regretted was the rather singular circum- 
stance that the three most impurtant committees of the Association 
—the Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County Socie. 
ties, the Committee on Medical Literature, and the Committee on Medi- 
cal Education, all of which were anxiously looked for—gave in no 
reports. We sincerely trust that we may never hereafter have to record 
a similar omission. 

We cannot refrain from copying the following very courteous and 
flattering remarks from the graceful and ready pen (we presume) of Dr. 
Morland, one of the editors of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal. We feel very sure that our readers will be much gratified by a 


perusal of them. 

The American Medical Association.—The session of this body, which has just 
closed, while it was characterized’ by the most unbroken harmony in all its pro- 
ceedings, and by the great value and importance of the scientific communica- 
tions made, was also, we will venture to affirm, unsurpassed by any yet holden, 
in the number and ‘variety of the objects of interest exhibited to the members 
of the Association, and in the generous hospitality shown them during the whole 
of their stay in the beautiful city of Philadelphia. 

We have already alluded, in a somewhat desultory manner, to the business 
proceedings of the session—and gratefully remembering the numerous attentions 
shown, and the hearty welcome everywhere extended, we wish to put a few 
recollections upon record. To the “ Committee of Arrangement” the thanks of 
the Association are eminently due, for the complete and efficient discharge ot 
their multiform and onerous duties. So quietly and smoothly did everything move 
on, that while we were well aware how much time and attention this manage- 
ment must have required, we daily admired the tact and good judgment which so 
unostentatiously, yet so thoroughly, directed the whole. Dr. Hays, the Chair- 
man of the Committee, was certainly never more successful in any of his under- 
takings, and this, as every one will allow, while it is saying a great deal, ex- 
presses not one whit too much. We would particularly notice the great utility 
of the handsomely-prepared volume, a copy of which was presented to each mem- 
ber of the Association who duly registered his name. This little book contains 
the names of the Officers of the Association ; of the Committees who were to re- 

port; the ‘‘code of ethics” of the Association ; short accounts of places of interest 
to be visited; a map of Philadelphia, &c. &c. <A publication of this sort is 
almost indispensable at such a time. 

The delegations from the several States (twenty-six States being represented), 
were very fuli; five hundred and twenty-three, we believe, is the entire number 
of registered names. The members who so inclined were conveyed in com- 
modious coaches, sixteen in number, to visit Girard College and Fairmount 
Water Works. At che College they were kindly received by President Allen, 
who conducted them over the magnificent and completely appointed building— 
the boys, in twoor three of the school-rooms, being kept sitting for a while, that 
the visitors might pass through and inspect them. Every one must have been 
impressed by their neat, orderly and contented appearance. Great credit is due 
to the managers of this Institution and to its officers generally. Not the least 
pleasant part of this visit was the ascent of the members, en masse, to the roof 
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of the building, whence a most imposing and extensive view of the city and its 
environs is obtained. The solidity of the building, and its faithful and costly 
construction, are worthy of special note. It is weli known that the roof, even, is 
of stone, and of immense strength and weight. We remarked but one individual 
who hesitated to ascend, and he, indeed, retired, seemingly apprehensive that 
the additional weight of the visitors might be too much for the supports of the 
roof! Weare happy to state that the latter did noé fallin! The medical wisdom 
of the land escaped entombment beneath (‘hat marble! 

Several other excursions were made, with universal satisfaction ;—to the Phila- 
delphia Hospital, an immense establishment, comprising within its walls a lunatic 
hospital, admirably managed ; paupers are the chief inmates of this institution ; 
the area covered by it, is, we were told by the gentlemanly and efficient resident 
physician, Dr. Campbell, sixteen acres. ‘he amount of labor done by Dr. C. and 
his assistants must be very large, and, so far as we could observe, nothing was 
neglected. 

The reception of the Association in Independence Hall was exceedingly gratify- 
ing. To visit this famous spot, in itself alone, is no slight privilege; to be 
eloquently greeted, and made to feel ‘at home” in it, is much more. We are 
happy to know that the beautiful Address of his Honor, Mayor Conrad, is already 
printed, in conjunction with the appropriate presentation speech of Dr. Hays, and 
that they both will be incorporated in the next volume of * Transactions.” 

We refer with great pleasure to the various elegant and delightful entertain- 
ments offered to the Association, by several of the physicians of Philadelphia, 
some of whose houses were thrown open every evening, and a hearty welcome 
given to all the invited guests. When the numbers of the Association are re- 
membered, the extent of this noble hospitaiity may be, in some degree, estimated. 
Not only was the outer man most sumptuously provided for, but the lovers of the 
fine arts and of scientific rarities were gratified to the full. The very valuable 
conservatory of Dr. George B. Wood, President of the Association, was lighted 
for the inspection of visitors, with the gardener in attendance. This rare collec- 
tion is chiefly composed of medicinal plants, and was gathered, as we learn, by its 
owner, for the purpose of illustrating his lectures. Drs. Wood, Bache, Hodge, 
Jackson, Pancoast, Norris, Paul, Alfred Stillé and Hartshorne, sent cards of 
invitation to the members of the Association, who gladly accepted, and seemed 
to have attained the ne plus ulira of enjoyment at each of their entertainers’ 
houses. For ourselves, we are heartily glad that no public entertainment was 
given to the assembled guests, for, aside from the enormous and unjustifiable ex- 
pense incurred, and which, of itself, would finally defeat the objects, aud virtually 
annul the meetings, of the Association, it would be disgraceful to Lave a renewal 
of certain scenes that have transpired. We hope, therefore, that the example of 
our Philadelphia brethren will be followed hereafter. A more generous, elegant 
and appropriate hospitality we have never witnessed. 

The Association may consider itself highly complimented by the cordial re- 
ception given them by Mr. Lea, of Philadelphia. Having an ample fort: ne at his 
command, he has indulged an exquisite taste, by the accumulation of a large 
number of exceedingly valuable paintings and other works of art, and these are 
admirably arranged in his really magnificent mansion. We can say with truth, 
that it is worth a journey to Philadelphia merely to see these treasures. When, 
in addition, all that a courteous gentleman could devise, to please his visitors, 
is done, we cannot too gratefully express our acknowledgments. Mr. Lea was 
assisted in doing the honors of his house, by his son (of the well-known firm of 
Blanchard & Lea), to whom our thanks are especially due, for very pleasant 
attentions. Upon so agreeable a theme, we might fill a far larger space than we 
can command. Many gentlemen (ourselves among the number), can testify to 
the polite invitations to private tables and to the delightful intercourse of family 
circles. Under such treatment we prognosticate a decided proclivity on the part 
of all present, to fall into the same way again! And we make no doubt that our 
friends of the far North-West, will, next year, welcome the Association ia the 
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warmest manner and with the happiest anticipations. We can testify to the 
very decided wish (we might almost term it wv//), that Detroit, Michigan should 
be the next place of meeting—and which was finally so settled. Nashville, Tenn. , 
contested the matter bravely. This eagerness upon the point, clearly shows 
that the profession throughout the land feel the beneficial influence of the 
* American Medical Association.” 

During the latter half of the session, Dr. Storer, of this city, circulated among 
the members copies of the following stanzas, sent to him by Dr. O. W. Holmes, 
in expectation of a public entertainment being given. Having by no means been 
80 generally seen as their beauty and appropriateness deserve, we give them, in 
this pleasant connection, by permission of their author: 


A TRIPLE health to Friendship, Science, Art, 
From heads and hands that own a common heart! 
Each in its turn the others’ willing slave ; 
Each in its season strong to heal and save. 
Friendship’s blind service, in the hour of need, 
Wipes the pale face—and lets the victim bleed. 
Science must stop to reason and explain ; 
Art claps his finger on the streaming vein. 
But Art’s brief memory fails the hand at last 
Then Science lifts the flambeau of the past. 
When both their equal impotence deplore— 
When Learning sighs, and Skill can do no more, 
The tear of Frignpsuip pours its heavenly balm, 
And soothes the pang no anodyne may calm ! 
May 1, 1855. 
And thus, under the most favorable auspices, without and within, closed this, 
the eighth annual meeting—nothing wanting, not even the touch of poesy, to com- 
plete and preserve its agreeable reminiscences. 


The readers of the Examiner may remember that we published in the 
April number a review of Dr. Eben. Watson’s work “On the Topical 
Medication of the Larynx,” &c., in connection with a paper by Horace 
Green, M.D., “On the Employment of Injections into the Bronchial 
Tubes and into Tubercular Cavities of the Lungs.” 
the issue of the journal, we received a note from Dr. Green, asking us, 
on the ground of injustice to himself and to medical science, to allow 


A few days after 


him room in the next number to correct in a brief article certain mis- 
statements made in thereview. We answered him immediately that he 
was at liberty to correct any mis-statements of facts that might have been 
made, and in the manner he proposed, viz., in a short article. It may be 
proper here to observe, that this always bas been our rule. We claim, how- 
ever, to be the judge whether the allegations are mis-statements or are not, 
and for the proper exercise of such judgment hold ourselves responsible. 
Qn the other hand, when an article is signed, we do not consider ourselves 


accountable for anything either said or implied in it. To its author alone 


belong the right and responsibility of correcting any mis-statements in 
it, and that right no editor can properly refuse him. On the 14th of April 
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we received a lengthy paper from Dr. Green, with 4 note accompanying it, 
thanking us for our compliance with his request. After a careful 
perusal of the paper, we returned it to Dr. Green, stating our reasons for 
so doing in the letter which will be found below. A large portion of the 
paper was entirely irrelevant. The introduction into it of Dr. Ware’s 
favorable opinions of Dr. Green’s practice, in connection with a review 
written years ago in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, and the 
account of the unde derivatur of Dr. Watson’s topical treatment of 
hooping cough and other diseases, though, no doubt, exceedingly inter- 
esting, were matters which had nothing whatever to do with the correc- 
tion of mis-statements asked of us. With every disposition, therefore, 
to make allowance for Dr. (rre n’s desire to vindicate himself from what 
he considered misrepresentations, we thought the reasons just mentioned, 
with those given in our letter to him, were such as obliged us to de- 
cline his paper. To have published it, would have been a withdrawal of 
what we were satisfied was correct and not unjust. It afterwards ap- 
peared in the May number of the American Medical Monthly, a 
journal of which Dr. Green is a co-editor, under the heading of ** The 
Examiner corrected.’’ In an editorial in the same journal are the fol- 
lowing remarks: “ The other answer explains itself. It was offered to 
the Examiner, in which the review appeared, but was rejected, for 
reasons which appear to us quibbles. The editor or the reviewer has 
shown himself a little thin-skinned, as the saying is, in not being willing 
to allow his readers to hear the other side. However, that is none of 
our concern, and we merely mention it as a passing reflection. Mean- 
time, we must do what we can to perform the duty which properly de- 
volved upon the Examiner.” 

Our readers can judge for themselves, after reading the following, 
whether the term ‘ quibble,’ as applied to our refusal, was either just 
courteous. 


Yr) > >. = 2. , ~f 


Philadelphia, April 17th, 1855. 
Horace Green, M.D. 

Sir.—In answer to my letter to you of the Sth inst.,in which it was stated 
that I would cheerfully allow you an opportunity of correcting, in the manner 
you desired, (in a brief article,) any mis-statements oi facts made in a review 
contained in the April number of the Examiner, I received yesterday a note from 
you accompanying a manuscript of twelve pages. After carefully reading it over, 
and comparing it with the review and Dr. Watson’s work, I have come to the 
conclusion to decline its publication. This I do, from having fully satisfied 
myself that, with one exception, the matters complained of are not mis-statements. 
The exception I refer to, which I shall take the earliest opportunity to correct, 
relates to the passage, (p. 205 of the Examiner) in which the reviewer speaks of 
a sponge “ dropped into the windpipe of a man, whose larynx Dr. Peaslee was 
cauterizing.” This mis-statement, which I believe, which | may say 1 know, 
from the character of the gentlemen who wrote the article in question, to have 
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been unintentional, is the only one, which, after a most careful examination, | 
have been able to discover. As I, however, wish to show, from courtesy to you, 
on what grounds I make this statement, I will briefly go over the various points 
to which you have addressed your letter, premising that the Reviewer's statements 
and not his opinions, are the matters in issue between us. 

The first mis-statement you complain of, is the remark that a “ sponge, which, 
according to Dr. Green, dropped into the wind-pipe,” &c. (p. 205 Examiner.) 
This assertion was an incorrect one, itis true. It is plain, however, from the 
context, that the Reviewer’s object was not to condemn Dr. Peaslee for ietting a 
sponge drop into the larynx—such an idea never entered into his mind—but was 
to show his readers what was the opinion of Dr. Watson of the size of the sponge 
extracted. Other journals and foreign ones have quoted, | may observe, this same 
passage. 

On page three of your manuscript, you say, after giving an account of the 
same sponge case, ‘ Now it isthe above statement, Xc., that your Reviewer, along 
with Dr. Watson, would characterise as being ‘ grossly inaccurate.’” It is a 
sufficient answer to this, to say that the Reviewer used no such language. He 
expresses no opinion of his own upon the subject. The only statement made is 
in Dr. Watson’s own words, (p. 20, English edition.) In the original from which 
itis taken, it is followed by remarks, I perceive, far more severe than any copied 
into the review. Dr. Watson says, ‘‘ when once the mind of the reader has 
been impressed with the gross inaccuracy of observation, or the still more inex- 
cusable laxity of description which characterizes the statements above quoted, 
it is in vain to attempt pointing out the grain of wheat in the bushel of chaff, 
&c.” I cannot conceive that the Reviewer is bound to defend these opinions of Dr. 
Watson. It should suffice, that he gave what he did copy, truly. 

As regards your strictures upon the statement of the Reviewer, that Dr. Watson 
is “ altogether opposed to its employment, (speaking of the use of caustic in 
croup,) unless before any exudation has been poured out, which is equivalent to 
saying, before there is any croup to treat,’’ you, yourself, admit that Dr. Watson 
does object to its use during the stage of exudation. (See p. 53, Watson.) He 
does not do this, however, for theoretical reasons alone, as you state, but from 
positive experience in its use. He narrates two cases, and remarks (p. 46) that 
he “could relate several others, the subjects of which were children,” to prove 
that the topical treatment is unsuitable during the acute stage, and that it retards, 
if it does not prevent its favorable progress. As to the treatment of the disease 
after the exudation is cast off, Dr. W. does, as you say, consider ‘the renewal 
of the topical treatment as one of the appropriate measures to be employed,” 
“but itis only after blistering, gentle purgatives, with tonics, a nourishing diet, and 
as soon as the effects of the calomel permit,” that he mentions it. 

In my epinion, the Reviewer had a perfect right to use the words, “ which is 
equivalent to saying before there is any croup to treat.” Every one is satisfied, 
when the membrane has been seen, that a pre-exudative stage must have existed. 
It is a very different matter, though, to determine from symptoms, that such will 
be the termination of the disease. We may suspect that such will be the issue, 
and may imagine, if we please, that our treatment has been successful in pre- 
venting it. When we see, and only when we see, the membrane, can we be sure, 
at least such is my opinion, that we are treating a case of that terrible affection. 

All that portion of your manuscript which relates to Dr. Ware and his opinions, 
is entirely irrelevant to the matter at issue. 

As regards the Reviewer's remark, when upon “ follicular disease of the larynx,” 
that Dr. Watson is disposed to regard it altogether as what Carlyle would call 
‘‘a sham.” I must refer you, for its defence, to pages 66 and 67 of Dr. Watson’s 
work. I shall make but one extract. The author remarks, ‘ The latter (follicular 
disease) must, indeed, be an affection of very rare occurrence, since so few writers 
take notice of it, and I feel almost inclined to question the reality of its existence 
as a disease of the larynx in any case. At all events, I do not hesitate to assert, 
that we have no evidence, in even Dr. Green’s writings, which is worthy to be 
considered as establishing the matter; and I will also maintain that the assump- 
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tion of the existence of such a lesion as the cause of certain symptoms, is neither 
necessary nor philosophical.” This statement clearly shows that Dr. Watson not 
only doubts, as you allow he does, the extent of the disease, but also “ the reality 
of its existence.” 

Finally, as respects the remarks of the Reviewer upon ‘ cauterization in 
hooping-cough,” as he no where denies that Dr. Watson owes his first trial of it, 
in that affection, to a perusal of your work on ‘ Diseases of the Air Passages,’ 
you, surely, have no right to blame him for what he jas left unsaid. 

These are all the points 1 believe, in issue between us. Your manuscript, 
however, is so largely taken up with other subjects, entirely irrelevant to the 
question, that I should be obliged to decline it for such reason alone, were there 
none others. 

In justification of the necessity of a review, I would state that your position 
as an author, a professor, a physician in large practice, and a co-editor of an ex- 
tensively read journal, demanded a thorough examination of the novel procedure 
brought by you before the profession in your article “ On the Employment of In- 
jections inte the Bronchial tubes and into tubercular Cavities of the Lungs.” I 
was in hopes, after reading it, that it would be properly noticed in some of our 
journals. As it was not done, however, and asI conscientiously thought that 
your advised proceeding must be both hazardous at the time it is employed, and 
liable to be followed by dangerous consequences, I requested a review of it, and 
can only express my sincere regret that the opinions therein expressed were not 
more acceptable to you, since no personal feelings were in any way engaged in 
the discussion. I remain, very respectfully, 

S. L. HoLuinGsworru. 


ee 


We copy the following remarks from the Charleston Medical Journal, 
as the person to whom they refer is now in our city. 


Dr. Anex. Turnputi.—In answer to numerous inquiries which 
have been made concerning the scientific attainments of Dr. Turnbull 
and, also, to correct the ee impressions which have gone abroad 
through the medium of the public prints, we undertake an exposition of 
his career ; in doing which, we are deviating from our accustomed course, 
and giving undeserved importance to one who would not otherwise have 
occupied our attention. The unblushing assumptions of this person to 
perform impossibilities, and the rumours of his pretended cures, have so 
impressed the minds of the credulous, that it becomes our duty to warn 
our readers, who may have friends or patients laboring under diseases 
of the eye or car, from crediting the recommendatory advertisements 
which have been in circulation, respecting his ‘simple and painless 
processes,’ by which diseases hitherto beyond the resources of art are 
speedily ud permanently cured 

Many an anxious parent has been subjected, on the faith of these ad- 
vertisements, to serious inconvenience and considerable expense, in the 
anticipation that soon their deaf-mute children would be restored to the 
healthful use of their dormant faculties. From day to day they were 
encouraged to hope, until, wearied by a longer atte nd: ance, or being as- 
sured that time alone was req iuired to perfect a cure, they have departed 
in trembling anxiety, too so n to hava the unwelcome truth forced upon 
them, that the objec ts of their solicitude were as hopelessly incurable as 
ever. 
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Some time since, Dr. Turnbull came to this country, and secon rumours 
reached us of his curing all manner of deafness and blindness; in due 
time Dr. T. reached our city, and took rooms at one of our hotels, where 
he announced himself as being prepared to treat the diseases of the eye 
and ear. Fora time, he attracted very little attention ; hut, after treat- 
ing divers cases, two were announced in a respectable city paper, 
(Charleston Courier,) as having been cured by his peculiar processes. 

“One, a boy from Georgia, now nine years. old, who had lost his 
hearing from fever in his third year,” and been since that time com- 
pletely’ deaf, ‘has been restored to an unusual degree of delicacy and 
sensitiveness, and he is making incredibly rapid progress in distinct arti- 
culation.” Now we know this to be the reverse of the fact. Both 
parents of this child have emphatically averred that his hearing is not 
in the slightest degree restored ; and, on seeing the above advertisement, 
the father became indignant, and immedi ately ‘telegraphed the Augusta 
papers not to copy it. 

“ The other case is a youth from this city, aged 18, whose infirmities 
(of hearing and speech) being in some sort here: ditary, and of a most de- 
cided char: acter, afforded a crucial test of Dr. Turnbull’s processes. In 
this interesting case, also, the progress of improvement has been rapid 
and uninterrupted, and the patient is now hopefully undertaking the 
education which is necessary to give him the due use and appreciation 
of his new born senses 

This case is the only one, that we know, which has been benefited. 
But there is no miracle here. There was only an absence of secretion 
in the external meatus, and the sense of hearing was obtuse, and was 
rendered less so. The patient has been under treatment for several 
weeks, and is not yet discharged. 

We are informed, in the same Journal, that Dr. T. has contributed 
largely to the leading Medical Journals of England, and that ‘ his pro- 
fessional statas has been recognized and approved by the most compre- 
tent European authority, and the value of his discoveries and contributions 
in medical resources and remedial agencies, has been cheerfully ad- 
mitted and abundantly attested.” 

Before commenting on these statements we will sketch the history of 
the Doctor, and present the opinion of the profession in England con- 
cerning him. 

In 1835, there appeared, in London, a duodecimo of 171 pages, ‘* On 
the Medical Prop: rties of the Natural Ord r Ranunculacea and their 
Alkaloids, Veratria, Aconitine, Delphinia and Sabadilline.” By A. 
TuRNBULL, M.D. 

The reviewer of this work, in the ‘* British and Foreign Medical Re- 
view,” says that “ if one quarter of what i it contains be true, (and surely 
that would not be an unreasonable requisition, ) Dr. Turnbull's alkaloids 
are sufficient to change the face, not only of medicine, but of society.’’* 

‘Of nine cases of affections of the heart, veratria is said to have cured 


*The latter remark having reference to the moral effects which would ensue 
from the prolongation of human life, and the eradication of a large class of in- 
curable diseases. 
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or relieved all; of thirteen cases of neuralgia, to have cured twelve; of 
nine cases of rheumatism, to have cured eight, and almost the remain- 
ing one. The heart affections, moreover, were evidently cases of organic 
disease, though the author, with great humility, generally refrains from 
saying so. * * * * Kvery case of neuralgia was perfectly cured, 
except one, and even of that the history concludes, in the text, with the 
words ‘leaving no trace of the affection behind, neither has any renewal 
of it taken place?’ (p. 70.) The note, however, a traitor to the text, 
says—‘ In this instance the veratria has completely ‘i in giving 
permanent relief,’ &e.”’ (B. and F. Med. Review, vol. ii, 99.) 

These alkaloids were given a fair trial by the profession ‘of that day, 
but no such effects followed their use as had been attributed to them by 
Dr. Turnbull. Veratria and Aconitine have been extensively employed 
down to the present time, and, though they sometimes are found useful 
as topical applications in neuralgia, like other medicines of their class 
they are, mete 5 still of doubtful efficacy. 

A “ Treatise on Painful and Nervous Affections, and ona New Mode 
of Treatment for Diseases of the BF Ye and Ear, - by A. TURNB ULL, 
M.D., appeared in 1837. The treatment of the affections of the latter 
organ, comprised in a few pages, consisted in the application of the 
alkaloid veratria to the external meatus and the adjoining parts. The 
“ electro-stimulation,”’ as the author styles it, having proved so effica- 
cious in curing deafness, he determined to experiment upon the deaf and 
dumb, and soon cures were anuounced as having been effected by this 
means. The possessor of this remedy betook himself to Scotland to 
operate upon the deaf-mutes of that country, but he was not so success- 
ful as might have been expected ; still rumour said that he had cured 
several cases in the Deaf and Dumb Institutions of Edinburgh, and it 
was not until some time had elapsed, that Mr. RoBert KINNIBURGH, 
the intelligent head master of that institution, publicly asserted that no 
cure had been effected.* His cures were also questioned, and his state- 
ments severely criticised in Chambers’ Journal, for September, 18 
but, three years afterwards, we find the E dinburgh Journalist voted 
his former strictures, and lauding the achievements reputed to have been 
performed by Dr. T. in his tour ‘through Scotland. 

The editor tells us, that wishing to arrive at a thorough conviction, 
he ‘‘studied the most recent and approved works on aural surgery, in 
order to ascertain in what respects Dr. Turnbull’s practice differed from 
that which was general in the profession.” Now it is impossible to un- 
derstand, or appreciate the treatment of a class of diseases, until the 
anatomy, physiology and pathology of the organs involved, have been 
thoroughly studied. An unprofessional man cannot be convinced of his 
error, or justly estimate the merits of a cure, or the causes of failure. 

Here is what this observer relates : 

“ Experiment in time showed that in cases of deafness arising from 
low nervous energy, a class to which nearly all the cases of the deaf- 


*Vid. Wilde’s, on Diseases of the Ear; Am. Ed., p. 55. 
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dumb belong, the organ may be more or less successfully treated by ap- 
plying to it a weak alkaloid. This he rubs gently on the tympanum by 
means of an instrument tipped with chamois leather, and generally in 
ten minutes the effects are manifest. 

‘‘ But the greater number of diseases of the ear, arise from cold, pro- 
ducing acute ‘and chronic inflammation, and diminishing or altoge ‘ther 
obstructing the flow of wax, whereby the tympanum and other parts of 
the outer ear, from being exposed to the air, are thickened, and so de- 
prived of sensibility. Cold also produces inflammation and consequent 
accumulation of mucus in the passage called the Eustachian tube, which 
communicates between the internal ear and the back of the mouth. 
Finding cured persons relapse in consequence of the defect of wax, Dr. 
Turnbull was prompted to use his ingenuity in endeavoring to discover 
the means of sustaining that secretion. He reflected that the applica- 
tion of the mouth of the child to its mother’s breast, by removing the 
pressure of the atmosphere, causes the milk immediately to flow, and he 
conceived that a similar result might follow with respect to the wax of 
the ear, if he could by any means remove the pressure of the atmosphere 
from the external parts. For this purpose he at first used a syringe with 
an India-rubber mouth, exactly fitted to the aperture of the ear. The 
plan was successful; the blood vessels resumed a free circulation, and the 
flow of wax recommeaced. It strikes us that we have rarely known a 
more beautiful instance of a simple natural principle being taken advan- 
tage of by human ingenuity for a human end.” 

Had this writer profited by his studies, he would have known that 
there is no analogy between the mammary gland and the follicles of the 
meatus, or between their respective secretions. The flow of milk from 
the former, by the removal of atmospheric pressure, is in obedience toa 
physical law, while the secretion of the latter depends upon the normali- 
ty of the secreting follicles, and is poured out independent of any atmos- 
pheriec condition. 

Again :—* The clearing of the Eustachian tube, for which no means 
formerly existed but the application of medicines to the bowels , (!) or the 
dangerous use of the catheter, was effected by Dr. Turnbull by the same 
simple means.”’ 

Here we have a veracious, but misguided man, stating his convictions, 

and imparting to the world the value of remedial age nts, about which he 
really knows nothing; showing too clearly, by his laudation of Dr. T., that 
he was the dupe of that person. Catheterism of the Hustachian tube is 
now well known to be a safe and simple operation. From the time of 
its first performance by Guyot, to the present day, it has been so con- 
sidered.* We have seen it performed scores of times by the surgeons 
of Great Britain and the Continent, and have never known any un- 
pleasant consequences ensue. But we need not be surprised that the 
friends of Dr. T. should call it a dangerous operation ; for the only two 
eases recorded of injury having resulted from this simple procedure, oc- 
curred to Dr. Turnbull himself, two of his patients having fallen vic tims 


*Vid. Pilcher on the Ear. 1843. p. 258. 
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to it, and on both of whom coroner's inquests were held. One of these, 
aged 68, was, almost immediately after the operation, attacked with a 
violent swelling in the throat, of which he died on the tenth day; the 
other, aged 18, in the enjoyment of perfect health, died whilst under- 
going the operation. Messrs. Liston, Quain and Savage, were present 
at the post mortem examination, and stated, as their opinion, that death 
was caused by the forcible injection of cold air into the tympanum.” 

After this sad affair, Dr. Turnbull resorted toa more “ simple means” 
of clearing the Eustachian tubes, as indicated above. This he does by 
means of an air pump, in connexion with a flexible tube, ‘ introduced 
into the mouth of the patient, and applied to the orifice of the Eusta- 
chian passage. A communication is thus opened between the previously 
rarified air in the receiver and the orifice, from which a discharge of 
mucus is made to enter the tube, which is then withdrawn.” 

In 1841-'45, Dr. Turnbull is again heard of in new fields of discovery. 
The Literary Gazette, whose glaring advertisements, on a former 
occasion, attracted the attention of the Edinburgh Journalist, is again 
in the van 5 and we read of cures of Llindness hy the fumes of Prussic 
acid. 

We will let the writer speak for himself: 

“The various stages of cure, advanced in our presence, by the simple 
application, for about half a minute, or until a little warmth was felt 
by the patient, of the vapor of hydrocyanic acid in a small phial, held 
up to the eye, with an aperture fitting the f form of that organ; the various 
nature of the diseases so ass: iled—opacities of the cornea, infl ammation, 
cataract, amaurosis, iritis, &c., &e.; the various stages of relief which 
the patients had reached, with sometimes one eye opened to sight and 
pleasurable to look upon, and the other left nearly blind and in its 
pristine deformity, to show what had been achieved ; ‘the various appear- 
ances of films removing, cataracts breaking up and being gradually re- 
absorbed, pupils being re-developed, and other altoge ther extraordinary 
symptoms of remedy and regeneration, filled us, we “repeat, with wonder 
and delight.” 

The editors of Chambers’ Journal considered the name of the editor 
a sufficient guarantee for the accuracy of these statements, and at once 
began to sound Dr. T.’s praise abroad. Their puffs and notices, spread 
over many pages of their Journal, may be viewed as a propular report 
on Ophthalmic and Aural Surgery. 

Dr. 'l’., emboldened by such commendations, published a short letter 
in the Lar cet, (Sept. 28th, 1841,) containing a few “ hints on the effects 
of hydrocy anic acid upon the Kye.’ ’” His pamphlet, a small octavo of 
eighty-nine pages, an the “ Treatment of the Diseases of the Eye, by 
means of Prussic Acid Vapor, and other Medicinal Agents,’ appeared 
two years later. Dr. Turnbull having had a little practice in author- 
ship, now indulges in theory, and, in his own (original) way, attempts 


an explanation ‘of the modus operandi of the medicaments he pre- 
scribes. 


*Lancet, July 6th, 1839; also, London Times same date. 
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“Tt is a well known fact,’’ he says, ‘‘ that the eyes of those who have 
been destroyed by hydrocyanic acid, fora length of time after death 
show none of the usual symptoms of dimness ; on the contrary, the eye 
is clear and the pupil much dilated. This satisfied me that the acid 
exerted a specific action upon the eye, which. might be made available, 
as a medical agent, for relieving many of the diseases to which that 
organ Is so subject’ ’—(p. 4.)* “The condition of the eyes, after death, 
of “those who have died aan the effects of Prussic acid, are well ] known 
to be as Dr. T. describes, but the inference drawn from the fact 1s pre- 
posterous and absurd : for, as those who die from the effects of carbonic 
acid, or those who expire in a fit of apoplexy, present the same appear- 
ance of the eyes, we may, by the same analogical mode of reasoning, 
infer that the fumes of charcoal, and slight congestion of the brain, are 
specific remedies for diseases of these organs. 

The explanation of the therapeutic process is as follows :—‘“ The plan 
I generally adopt is to put into an ounce phialadrachm of the acid, and 
hold it in close contact with the eye, the eyelid being open, for the space 
of about half a minute, or until such time as the patient feels a little 
warmth, or the person holding the phial sees the pupil greatly dilated 
and the vessels of the eye injected with blood, which is the invariable 
effect of the application of the acid. The patient is not sensible of pain 
from this peculiar state being induced, which appears to me to result 
from the powerfully sedative influence of the acid, thereby showing two 
opposite powers, to wit: stimulating and sedative, are exerted at the 
same time, and thereby the uneasiness, arising generally from a stimu- 
lant alone, is prevented. Its great power in removing those diseases 
chiefly arises from the two powers being so blended, and thus enabling 
the eye to bear a sufficient stimulating action without injury. The 
person who holds the acid to the eye should be careful not to allow the 
patient to smell it.’’t 

This is original indeed! Pain is avoided, while incipient inflamma- 
tion (“the vessels being greatly injected”) is produced, which cures 
cataract, iritis and amaurosis. Diseases essentially different, resulting 
from diverse causes, and thus cured by stimulation, carried further than 
could otherwise be done by the sedation, which is also an effect of the 
vapor! But why, we may inquire, is the bottle-holder warned to re- 
move the phial, for fear of too great an impression being produced, if 
the two forces are antagonistic and of equal power? In accordance with 
the above theory, it may be suggested that the forces will all necessarily 
counteract each other, and no effect will be produced. 

Dr. T. uses the essential oil of bitter almonds in the same diseases, 
feeling convinced, he says, that it is more soothing, relieving pain with- 
out dilating the pupils or causing much redness of the eye, and being 
useful, also, in taking away the heat occasioned by the hydrocyanic acid. 
We may ask, if this harmless remedy fulfils all the required indications, 
why use the most dangerous ? and why, on the same page, assign the 


* Vid. Lancet, Oct. 9th, 1841. 
t Vid. Lancet, as above. 
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same reasons for preferring and rejecting each alternately? But the 
Doctor is not satisfied yet ; he has discovered newer remedies, and must 
consequently apologize for their introduction, which he does by dis- 
paraging his former favorite. 

One reason why he did not rest satisfied with the great effects produeed 
by the P russic acid was, that its acti on, like that of all other medicines, 
decreased in power by continued application, the reby rendering it ne ces- 

sary to h ive OCCas sional recourse to other mie! dici ines, in order to ensure 

a more speedy recovery. cop Yr reason was, the reluctance of many 
individuals to submit the eye to the action of so potent a medicine. Well 
might a prudent person obi ject to allow the vapor of concentrated Prussic 
acid to be brought in contact with his eyes, when such authorities as 
Pereira and C hrist ison state, that, if a drop ot the pure acid be placed 
ou the throat of a do; gZ; or ¢ ppl d to the CYC, le ath akes place in a few 
seconds ; and th: at, inhaling the y ‘ap iT; di Cl I ly pre luces death more 
quickly than any other mode of using the acid. 

ihe newer remedies ar a. Chi Te Uj mic and the sulphure tted chyazic 
acids, the chloruret of iodine, and the bisul [plu ret o yf carbon. The first 
two iain are very different in their action from the Prussic acid, how- 
ever, but we are to infer that they pre luce the same effects. The vapor 
of the chloruret of iodin irrit 1tes the eye, a id the bis a f of Care 
bon causes an intense prickling sensation, yct for reasons kuown only to 
Dr. T., they all cure ‘‘ blindness.” 

The following is the ingenious explanation of the modus operandi of 
these substances when applied to the skin: ‘The action of these medi- 
cines, which contain so large a share of any arises from the carbon 
in the vapor permeating the cuticle, and coming in contact with the oxy- 
gen in the vesse ls, which is conveyed through every part of the frame by 
inspiration and otherwise, thereby forming carbonic acid gas, which 
evolves heat in the ratio of the quantity consumed by the oxygen.”’ On 
page 70 of his work last noticed, he says, “ the rationale, in my opinion, 
is, that the large quantity of carbon in some of the essential oils, and its 
solubility in alcohol, permits it, by friction, to pass through the cuticle 
and unite with the oxygen.”’ 

The long received theory of the cure of amaurosis by : stimulating the 
nerves of the skin, is then no ylonge r tenable after the above lucid exp lana- 
tion. 

We have seen that Dr. Turnbull’s “‘simpie means’ for the cure of 
deafness, was sufficient to cause the death of two of his patients. But 
since he has resorted to the vapor of concentrated Prussic acid, as a local 
application to the delicate surface of the eye, we hear of nothing more 
serious than frequent failures, some of which necessitated the refunding 
of his fees.+ 

From our references, it has been seen in what repute Dr. Turnbull is 
held, and what has been considered tbe value of his medical contribu- 
tions, by his own countrymen. We have not particularized the unpro- 


*Vid. Lancet, Oct. 29, 1842. 
t Lancet, Jan. 7, 1843. 
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fessional and disreputable acts of Dr. Turnbull, which we find recorded 
in the medical periodicals of his country; for so numerous have they 
been, that it would look like persecution to repeat them here; and our 
readers would have cause to complain of the wearisome length of the 
sketch we have drawn. 

But before dismissing the subject, we must advert more particularly 
to some of the pretensions of Dr. Turnbull, and the results of his prac- 
tice as it has come under our observation. He not only attempts to cure 
deaf-dumbness, but has endeavored to force conviction that such has 
actually been accomplished. Now, congenital deaf-dumbness has 
always been regarded as incurable, and we have no satisfactory proof 
that a single deaf-mute has ever been cured—that is to say, has so re- 
covered the use of the organ of hearing as to be able, under all cir- 
cumstances, to communicate with other persons in an unrestrained 
manner.’ 

ut, when this condition has been produced by some mechanical im- 
pedime nt, or by some pathological state of the organ or derangement of 
its function, it may be removed. And if the disease has been of long 
standing, a cure may sometimes appear miraculous, indeed, to unpro- 
fessional persons. 

There is more room for deception, in — to the sense of hearing, 
than may be generally known. A deaf-mute can be tan; ght to speak and 
answer questions addressed to him, without he: ie a single note. Only 
two years since, when visiting the Lustitution for the Deaf and Dumb in 
Berlin, we had the op portunity of satisfying ourselves of this fact. By 
a judicious system of training, the inmates of this institution are not 
only taught to understand spoken language, by construing the move- 
ments of the lips of those who address then, but so to appreciate the 
movements of their own, by the muscular sense entirely, that they are 
enabled to articulate dis tinetly, and thus communicate with others in a 
satisfactory manner. 

Instances may be adduced, where some of Dr. Turnbull's deaf patients 
actually asserted that they heard the ticking of a watch at a greater dis- 
tance than persons in full possession of the sense of hearing could do. 
Without wishing to deceive, these persons, with their imaginations 
highly excited, could readily mistake the conception arising in their own 
minds for the sensation produced by an external agent. And those 
most interested in the success of the treatment, are not in a condition to 


“detect the imposition, even were they able to apply the philosophic ex- 


planation of the phenomenon. 

But it is only to the public, and not to the profession, that Dr. Turn- 
bull makes these pretensions—implying that he can do what no other 
mere man can do. If the power of giving sight to the blind, hearing to 
the deaf, and speech to the dumb, was imparted to only ONE, who was 
more than man, then such power was miraculous, and cannot be arrogated 
by any erring mortal. 

As intimated before, however, we doubt the efficacy of the means he 
employs, and, from our observation of the cases which haye been sub- 


* Kramer on Diseases of the Ear, Ed. 1838, p. 204. 
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jected to his treatment, we must regard him as decidedly less successful 
than other surgeons who make these diseases their es pec ial stud y. There 
is already a reaction in the public mind in refe r nee to his alle ‘od cures. 
His patients are becoming weary, “ with hope deferred,” and many have 
left for their homes without having experienced the slightest ameliora- 
tion of their infirmities. 


MEDICAL NEWS, 


The vacancy in the Chair of Surgery of the University of Pennsyl- 
vapia, caused by the resignation of Prof. Gibson, has been filled by the 
election of Dr. Henry H. Smith, of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Smith graduated in the department of Arts of the University 
of Pennsylvania, in the year 1854, and in the Medical Department of 
the same University in the year 1857. After being resident physician 
in the Pennsylvania Hospital for two years, Dr. S. went to Europe, where 
he spent 18 months. Upon his return, he lectured for several years in 
the Philadelphia Medical Institute. He was appointed Assistant Lee- 
turer on Demonstrative Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania in 
the year 1845, and Consulting Surgeon to St. John’s Hospital in 1849. 
In the year 1854 he was elected Consulting Surgeon and Lecturer on 
Clinical Surgery in the Philadelphia Hospital, Blockley. 

In 1840, Dr. Smith translated Civiale on Stone and Gravel. In 
1845, he published a work on Minor Surgery, which has since passed 
through three editions ; andin 1844, an Anatomical Atlas. Edited the 
United States Dissector in 1846; and, in 1852, published his large 
work on Operative Surgery, now in its second edition. 

Dr. Smith has recently sailed for Europe, to procure new material 
for the illustration of his course. 


In a letter received from Dr. Ruschenberger, of the U.S. Navy, now 
ittached to the flag ship Independence, is related the foll Wing ins stance 
f lofty tumbling. 


‘We had an odd accident. A seaman, off Cape Horn, in a gale of 
wind, was standing, on a level with the cap, in the weather main top- 
mast rigging, to guide the main top-g vallant yard in its descent from 
aloft. A heavy roll brought the yard agains sthim and ¢ flung him off, 
head downwards. As he fell the main topmast back stay was - embraced 
betwixt his body and left arm. When a little above the shearpoll a 
rope caught his feet and turned him over, so that he alighted on his 
feet in the main chains. He was brought in upon deck unhurt. He 
said he tried to seize hold of the back stay, but came down so fast 
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he could not hold on. On being questioned he said he was not hurt, 
but felt ‘ considerably shook up.’ 

I remember a fat boy, who fell asleep in the fore-top of the U.S. 8 
Peacock, and rolled out. He fell on deck upon his side ; his contusion 
was so slight he was not excused from duty a single day. He fel] 
| about 40 feet, but the spars of the Independence are those of a ship o! 
. i the line, and her main cap is 100 feet above the deck. 


wot 0 — betes 


s 





Abstract of Meteorological Observations for April, 1855. midade al 
Philadelphia, Pa. Latitude 39° 57'28" N., D 
W. from Gree nwich. By PROF. JAMES A. KIRKPATRICK. 


. 
s ; , 4 


BAROMETER. THERMOM. 




















na ; 
_—— - ait ; 
JRE Mear Mean Dew For f Rel, <r ani 
oct Daily | Daily Daily Daily Point ‘\ Humid. 2 Pr 
April.| Mean Range. Mean Range 2P M. 2 P.M. 2 P.M. /Sa0w.) W 
SS SS aS Siena se 
I I Deg. De Dez lac Poir 
1 (29.3 69 43.7 11.2 27.3 2 NW M 1 v.clear. B 
2 (29.602; .247 134.0 12.3 21. 7 2 | W Th 22 $¢ 20,234 
3 (29.903) 361 37.7) 3.7 33.3 182; .60 | NW. (Clear. 
4 30. 1L1¢ O38 414.3 6.7 94.7 i -~ \ I 1 ( by } ne ¢ 
5 29.8] 266 43.8 6.8 41.7 a 21 U 922 NE. Cioudy: ey. fog. hain 
6 (29.562 .254 52.0 8.2 36.7 229 A4 0.255) WNW. Cloudy; ev. and night A 
7 9 71 39 (46.0' 6.0 32.2 RB bp: 43 NW Cle 
. 29.7% O71 47.5 4.0 7 2] 3) sy, M. fog; aft. and ev. « 
9 19 SO 034 50.0 6.7 46.0 521 50 O.0T72) SW. Cloudy: m.and ev. Hain 
10 '29.785 .084 49.3) 1.3 48.3 349, .86 0.254) (Var.) Cloudy; drizzling rain all day J 
11 (29.791 .080 140.5 9.0 33.3 AS6 82 NW. M.clria. &ev.cldy. lto2 : 
{ 12 129.! 171 25.7 107 24 WNW. M.cldy;a.&ev.cl'r. [S 
13 ‘29.980! .053 |52.5' 3.2 34.3 203 ou Var Cloudy. 
j 14 (29.773) .207 (55.7 3.2 46.0) 339) .65 Var.) Cloud) 
r 15 (29.789, .079 (50.7 | 7.0 47.7 | .335; . 0.331; NE. Rain till 6p...: ev. r 
16 0.045 .250 55.3 9.7 37.0 244 Av . Var.) Clear. 2 
17 OL O79 54.0 80 41.3 283 wot 00 =W. Cloudy. SAower from 
18 29.794 .222 64.0 8.0 53.3 400 63 ENE. M. cloudy; aft. and ev. clea 
19 29.648 .146 73.3 9 18.7 7 AZ NNE. Cl dy. Th.ht st. 4 P.M. Si : 
20 29.650 .098 57.0 16.3 46.0 wood He 1.508) (Var.) M and aft.cloudy; ev 
tromsto-4 I nth gy 
21 30.073 .423 155.3) 5.0 37.0 244 AD NW. Clear. 
se 29.919 154 1673) 4.7 |47.7 wie 03 BW. M. and aft. 
20 039 .120 Oo 7%, $ 2th) 42 ENE. lear. 
24 29.959 .118 61.8) 8.5 35. wo) Gs SW. ‘Ci’y;:m.f 
25 29.86) 151 74.0 12.5 48.7) 517) 42 (Var.) Cldy. Ta. hig’stat3 p.m. 87° 
26 89.811 136 (56.7 17.3 |48.7 5 7H Var.) Cloudy: a few drops of rain 
27 244 56.0 4.0 32.7 sg NW. Clear. t 5 PM 
- ! a) ao 0.6 2» 7 } Ww. Mog e1 oat a Ras 
aw 29 USL bere 6.2 0 }4 7 N] l 4 
{} og 4» O57 5) 50 A } j \] { " 
Means for Ss 165 (52 To S : 14) N. 52° W ] 
Apr Ts — ee | see eine en ais a — 
4 yrs 20 505 ] 7.2 } ) Ww. - 
\ = S 
lhe Monthly Range of the Barometer was 0.945 of an ine he | 
mometer 65° 
} 
; 
; 
: . 
4 
So 4 





